Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

8-1-1998

Evangelical Visitor - August, 1998 Vol. 111. No. 8
Glen A. Pierce

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2657
Recommended Citation
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - August, 1998 Vol. 111. No. 8" (1998). Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999).
2657.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2657

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

evangelical
August 1998

Her stirring speech at the 1894 General Conference
led to the first foreign missions venture of
the Brethren in Christ Church.
But how much do you really know
about Rhoda Lee?
The Brethren in Christ entered foreign missions in the
late 19th century. Some people went, others gave money,
while still others inspired and prodded. Rhoda Lee was
among the latter. In her brief, six-year appearance on the
Brethren in Christ stage, her Visitor articles, intensity of
convictions, and impact at General Conference qualified
her as a player in the now 100-year-old missions drama.
If you like history, biography, church life, or even a little
informed speculation, you'll find Searching for Rhoda Lee
worth your time. Who was Rhoda Lee? You decide.
Searching for Rhoda Lee contains photos, maps and other
illustrations, and the full text of all of Rhoda Lee's articles
which appeared in the Evangelical Visitor. The author,
Helen Johns, was editorial assistant at Evangel Publishing
House from 1983-1994.

$10.95 (U.S.)

Paperback, 208 pages

Two books for Early Elementary-age

children...

Originally published in hardcover in 1967, this engaging book
about pioneer missionary Jesse Engle is now available in paperback.
THE EVERYWHERE
MISSIONARY
is the story of a man w h o
tells people about Jesus in Pennsylvania, in Virginia,
in Kansas, and finally in Africa.
Paperback, 40 pages, text and full color illustrations
by Noreen Trautivein
$4.95 (U.S.)
Long-time church leader E. J. Swalm was a champion
of peace and non-resistance. E. J. MAKES
GOOD
CHOICES tells the story of E.J.'s growing up on a
farm in Canada and his willingness to go to jail as
a young man for his Christian convictions.
Paperback, 32 pages, text by Sandi Hannigan, full color
illustrations by Kris Westbeld
$4.95 (U.S.)
Order through
or call toll-free

your local Christian
(800) 253-9315

Light

Bookstore

Evangel Publishing House
2000 Evangel Way • P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550

VISA and Mastercard
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(Above) Conference began with a flag procession representing
the 19 countries where a Brethren in Christ Church or missions
presence is located. Right: Former bishop Stephen Ndlovu of
Zimbabwe brings greetings to the Conference body.

Darrell Winger and Ray Hock (left photo, l-r) were consecrated as bishops, while Warren Hoffman and
Kenneth Hoke (right photo, l-r) were installed as Moderator and General Secretary respectively.
4 Evangelical
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This General Conference celebrated the
100th anniversary of Brethren in Christ
World Missions. A special feature was
the drama written by Isaac Mpofu
(pictured below at the microphone,
introducing the drama) and performed
by members of the Zimbabwe Brethren
in Christ Church.
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As always, music and worship
experiences are a highlight of
General Conference.
(Top) Dwight Thomas and a
group of talented musicians led
the body in a variety of music
styles, including many songs
from overseas.
(Left) The children at Conference
shared in song.
(Below) The footwashing and
Communion service, with the
flags from the processional
forming a backdrop.
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General Conference 1998 r

(Above) Members of Conference address the body (left), while the
moderators and secretaries confer on procedural matters (right).
(Left) Times of prayer were interspersed throughout the sessions.

An auction for
missions featured
quilts and a Beanie
Baby.
(Lower, I.) Boards
and agencies
introduced aspects
of their ministries,
such as the Jubilee
Sunday school
curriclum.
(Lower, r.) Pastor
Rene Perez (I.), with
Eduardo Llanes
translating, spoke
of the ministries of
his congregation
in Miami.
August
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Evangelical

Visitor

7

I

General Conference 1998
Although delegates were
supposed to be in the Tuesday
evening session, an undisclosed number found their
way to the youth program,
which featured "We Are Not
Borg," a high-tech performance orchestrated by Curt
Byers. (See the article below.)
Below, a cast member
descends from the ceiling
during dress rehearsal.

Youth Activities

a t Conference

About 100 youth met together for the
1998 Brethren in Christ General Conference. The theme for the youth this year
was "In The Zone." While much of the
time for many of the youth was taken up
with Bible Quizzing, they enjoyed special times of worship and teaching.
Nathan Warden (Northgate Community
Church), Nathan Stonge (Dillsburg), Matt
Thomas (Elizabethtown) and Carrie Hoffman (Elizabethtown), under the leadership of Jim Gambini. formed a special
band to help lead the youth in times of
corporate praise and worship.
Sunday evening's session included
8
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special music by "Flaming Fish" from the
Grantham Church. C.U.R.E. (Christians
United for Radical Evangelism), a drama
team made up of about 20 youth from the
New Life Assembly of God church in
Lancaster, Pa., presented "human music
video" skits.
Special speakers for each of the youth
sessions included Dan Houck (Pequea),
Mike Wright (Wainfleet), Mike Martinelli
(Cumberland Valley), Peter Kentie (Port
Colborne), and Martha Lockwood (Lancaster). Each spoke to a different "zone."
Students seemed genuinely engaged as
these speakers brought messages of challenge, encouragement, and hope.
On Monday, the youth headed out to

the Carlisle Sports Emporium to race gocarts and sprint cars, and play video
games and lazer tag. Tuesday night was a
special night among the youth (as well as
for a number of others involved with General Conference). The evening started
with a bit of singing together followed by
a short concert by Saline and a longer
concert by Velvet Temple. The concerts
were followed by a special hi-tech multimedia event created and produced by Curt
Byers and sponsored by the Board for
Media Ministries entitled "We Are Not
Borg." For the youth. Conference ended
Wednesday night with an ice cream social
and the final quiz event. (See the Quiz
report on pages 14-15.)
August

1998
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I

greatly appreciated the integration of
people, styles, music, and worship
as we c a m e to praise the Lord
together. The work of the Brethren in
Christ to be sensitive to, but not lacking
in Biblical approach to problems and
problem resolution, shows the sincerity
of the Brethren in Christ family of
believers.
The business moved along as well as
possible for a large meeting. The openness to different opinions, but the authority of the leadership was very refreshing.
It appeared to give conference a good
balance.
My concern is not directly pointed
toward this General Conference, but to
our church in general, that we continue
to allow the Word and God's Spirit to
guide and direct us in all we do. It was a
good conference.
Paul Meduri, Christ Chapel, Ohio

G

eneral Conference was a joy
with a good mix of retrospection
as well as forward planning. We
were able to hear from the diverse voices that make up the brotherhood. I
applaud this and ask that we hear from
more of the world-wide brotherhood in
future General Conferences.
Paul Lehman Schletewitz,
Walnut Valley, Calif.

I

love missions so I can easily say in
accordance with the theme "From
Every Nation," it was one blessing
after another. As we toured the world
through song (ably led by Dwight
Thomas), experienced the reception of
the gospel through Zimbabwean eyes,
and were ministered to by international
leaders, we were transported throughout this vast world. One could hope that
all of this exposure might translate into
an outpouring of support for world evangelization. In spite of the warm fuzzies,
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however, substantively I did not go away
feeling that we have a mandate or expect
to radically attack the mission of our
Lord Jesus Christ—give everyone a
chance to know.

I want to see fire in our eyes. We
shouldn't be happy to make a ripple. I
want to see a tsunami. We must, and we
can impact our world.
Daniel Deyhle, Harrisburg, Pa.

This was a nice conference, very
polite; for most, probably a respite from
rockier, previous gatherings. Sometimes
we need "nice" to heal, but I am restless;
I thrive in chaos. We are engaged in a
battle. Our souls and others are at stake.

M

y impressions of the conference were mainly positive.
They can be summarized by
the words inspiration, fellowship, and
vision. The opening procession of the

Summary of General Conference Business
• Approved new relationship between Messiah Village (Mechanicsburg, Pa.) and Messiah Family Services (Mount Joy, Pa.) in which
Messiah Village manages the daily operations of Messiah Family
Services, with the possibility of its becoming a subsidiary of Messiah Village. Messiah Village Services is a cluster of 39 living units, with
65 residents, established in 1985 after Messiah Children's Home was
closed.
• Approved (with sponsorship but no discussion from the Conference
floor) a covenant agreement between the Canadian Conference and
General Conference. The Canadian Conference has "crafted its methods and documents of operation to conform to Canadian law" and
from now on, will approach the General Conference Manual of Doctrine and Government "from a covenant relationship." In addition,
action was taken to amend all references in the Manual of Doctrine
and Government, removing all references to Canada.
• The Susquehanna Regional Conference brought a recommendation to
change the definition of "quorum" for congregational business meetings. Currently, the Manual of Doctrine and Government requires a
minimum of 25 percent of a congregation's membership be present
before a congregation can conduct business. The proposed change
would delete any minimum percentage, allowing business to be conducted by those who attend a congregational business meeting which
has been appropriately announced in advance. After 60 minutes of
debate, spanning two days, the recommendation received "yes" votes
from more than 50 percent of the delegates. But since it failed to
receive the necessary 2/3 vote required to amend the Bylaws, the recommendation failed.
• Warren L. Hoffman was confirmed as Moderator of the Brethren in
Christ Church for 1998-2002.
• Kenneth O. Hoke was confirmed as General Secretary of the Brethren
in Christ Church for 1998-2004.
• General Conference 2000 is planned for July 1-5 at Wilfrid Laurier
University campus, Kitchener, Ontario.
See page 11 for other business items affecting local

congregations.
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General Conference 1998
flags, the worship services, the music,
the pr ayer times, and the drama from
Zimbabwe were high points of inspiration.
As I get older, people become a more
important treasure of life. General Conference is the time to meet people from
all parts of the church, to meet and talk
with friends old and new. I rejoice that
we are becoming more ethnically representative. This conference, with its
emphasis on the missions centennial,
brought more people from our overseas
churches. There were times I went to
meals not because I needed food but
because I was reluctant to miss a chance
to meet and converse with conference
attendees.
Vision was a third highlight. It was
gratifying to hear progress toward achieving denominational church growth goals
in North America and other areas of the
world. I was impressed with the Board
for World Missions vision for training
indigenous leaders to evangelize their
countries. It was thrilling to hear how
Christian Light Bookstores are ministering to people who need Christ. Again, to

hear how Niagara Christian Collegiate
is transforming the lives of high school
students. These examples reminded us
all that every agency of the denomination
has a ministry to fulfill in the comprehensive work of the kingdom of God.
Vision was also evident in some of
the "business sessions" of conference.
But I must confess that other sessions of
conference bored me more than they did
in the past. As we centralize our church
administration, one has the sense that
the "real decisions" have already been
made. General Conference seems more
like a "rubber stamp" on what has
already been determined. If it were not
for the positive things noted above, I
would have little inclination to attend
future General Conferences.
Luke Keefer, Jr., Ashland, Ohio

I

was struck by the inspiration and
f o c u s of the c o n f e r e n c e theme
throughout the conference. From the
Zimbabwean drama team, through the
strong presence of mission and international persons, "From Every Nation"
became a dynamic reality (even if the

On Tuesday evening,
after the evening
Conference session,
many delegates
gathered in the college dining room to
express to Harvey
and Erma Sider their
appreciation for their
many years of devoted service to the
church: in the pastorate, in higher education, in missions,
and in denominational leadership. John Byers, Winifred
Swalm (shown above), Darrell Winger, Warren Hoffman, and
their son Steve Sider shared their perspectives on the couple.
A certificate of appreciation, along with a $1,000 check, was
given to Harvey and Erma from the Leadership Council and
the General Conference Board.
10
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banner never rose high enough to be
seen.)
Conference this year conducted the
necessary business in a manner refreshingly reflective of brotherhood. There
seemed to be a new sense that while the
manual revisions, reports, and related
items require careful and prayerful attention, they do not ultimately define either
our identity or our impact in fulfilling
our God-given mission.
The highlight of this conference was
the music. May I nominate Dwight
Thomas as permanent conference music
director? Uplifting and inspiring only
begin to describe the variety, the quality,
and the evident depth of coordination
and preparation.
David McGarvey, Rosebank, Ont.

A

highlight this year was the participation of children in the Sunday afternoon and Wednesday
morning worship sessions. My children
were involved in these services which
included a flag processional and singing.
What a powerful reminder that these
children represent the Brethren in Christ
Church of tomorrow. What a responsibility we have to nurture these young
lives so that they will develop into strong
ambassadors for Jesus Christ.
The forum on communication was
also valuable. I believe we only
scratched the surface of all the issues
which could have been raised. Included
in this discussion it was suggested that
the Visitor is a "sacred cow" which must
be sacrificed because it is no longer
widely read. Tradition should not be
viewed as a weight that inhibits growth,
but a foundation on which to build.
Rather than retire the Visitor, why not
improve readership by making this a
publication of Brethren in Christ
authors, providing information which
keeps us current with individual congregations and providing an arena where
issues can be debated and discussed.
Overall, we must continue communicating effectively from all levels. Lack
of or poor communication breeds distrust. Keeping open, healthy dialog will
certainly aid in keeping the brotherhood
strong.
Shari Steager, Pequea, Pa.
August
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A

t Conference again this year, we
confessed to each other that we
only make sense as a "body" of
which only Christ can be the Head.
Our music throughout the Conference featured no "stars," but helped us
all to get a better sense of who God is
and who we are by his love and mercy.
When we discussed communication
it quickly became apparent that it only
really happens when it is genuinely twoway. As long as we are "selling a product," the people on the receiving end
have not yet had a chance to prove
whether our news is genuinely "good."
Only when we are willing to be vulnerable to the face-to-face questions our
witness raises in people's minds, can our
perplexed "hearers" decide whether our
Gospel is really "good" news. The Zimbabwean drama team taught us this
important truth.
Technology notwithstanding, we
must be willing to face their probing
questions. If that is true with our external messages, it is also necessary when
we struggle with our internal body life
issues.
J. Wilmer Heisey, Mount Joy, Pa.

J

esus has touched me during the
General Conference. I have found
the business to be of worth and good
for our spirits. However, the footwashing and communion service was very
moving for me. I experienced the presence of the Lord during the footwashing.
As Bishop Craig Sider was giving
instructions as to how we were going to
proceed, I felt the Lord urging me to
participate. As the first group left, I
could stay seated. I was led, I believe, by
the Spirit to a lonely chair. No one was
there except a kind deacon. He asked
me to be seated and explained how we
would proceed. We talked and no one
came. I started to feel uncomfortable. I
said "This must have not meant to be."
The deacon said, "You are going to have
your feet washed." He sat down, looked
at me with love and compassion, and
said "May I wash your feet?" Peter must
have felt the love of Jesus when Jesus
asked to wash his feet. I didn't want the
deacon to do it. But he became Jesus to
me. The Holy Spirit showed me the full-
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ness of my sin. And he showed me that
Jesus loved me.
Curtis Bockenstette, Zion, Kans.

G

eneral Conference was a strong
and positive experience as we
joined in worship, prayer, business, celebration, and fellowship. The
flags of 19 nations, arranged in a huge
circle at the front of the auditorium,
served as a constant reminder that the
Brethren in Christ have congregations
and ministries in each of these nations—
to the glory of God. The singing and
worship were outstanding as Dwight
Thomas led us and coordinated all kinds
of music from all over the world. The
open forum times were valuable as an
opportunity for delegates to express their
hopes, concerns, vision, and burdens.
A recurring theme was that of "core
values," a current catch-phrase with no
clear equivalent in the New Testament,

but with some usefulness. I was grateful
for the comments by several persons that
the Brethren in Christ certainly do have
core values and that it will likely be beneficial to identify them.
John Hawbaker, Manor, Pa.

T

his General Conference has been
an outstanding combination of the
historic past and the contemporary mood. What a memory of the catching of the vision for world missions a
hundred years ago. Whenever I have
been tempted to react negatively on the
contemporary bounce especially in the
music, I have to reflect back to what the
older ones sixty or so years ago must
have been feeling when I "bounced"
around on "I'm Walking Arm in Arm
with Jesus."
This conference in a new way also
gave fresh visibility to a roster of younger
speakers of the Word.

Decisions Related to Local Congregations
• Amended the Bylaws regarding the voting membership of the General Conference meeting to include regional conference secretaries. In
addition, congregations may choose to name a church board member
or deacon as a member of Conference in addition to the delegates
based on congregational membership.
• Lowered the minimum age of trustees from 21 to 18.
• Raised the minimum voting age for congregational council meetings
from 14 to 16.
• Clarified when trustees take office: at the time of their election by the
congregation (rather than when they are subsequently confirmed by the
regional conference annual meeting).
• Adopted guidelines for incorporation of local congregations.
• Established new procedures to handle "congregational distress which
in the judgment of the bishop compromises the ability of the pastor
and/or church board to serve the congregation."
• Referred to the General Conference Board a recommendation which
would have provided a way for pastoral committees to be enlarged.
• Adopted a policy that church board members may not vote in church
board meetings on issues where there is "a potential for conflict of
interest."
• Adopted a statement that persons under discipline in one Brethren in
Christ congregation may not be received into membership by another Brethren in Christ congregation.
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General Conference 1998
Any concerns? Yes, we will have to
be careful to keep General Conference
as the primary base for our denominational decisions and avoid a hierarchical
mood in our brotherhood decision-making.
Also in all the greetings—where
were the N.A.E., C.H.P., and similar
associations?
Arthur M. Climenhaga,
Grantham, Pa.

A

nyone not touched by the atmosphere of worship at this conference must have been spiritually
and emotionally dead! I was transported
by the universal inclusiveness of the
music in language, style, and generational appeal; but most of all by the
focus on praise to God. Let's have this
approach every conference—no matter
what the theme.
Business was conducted effectively.
My greatest concern was and is that in
spite of abundant fruit and tremendous
continuing need for the gospel, the missions budget percentage of cooperative
ministries continues to fall. Can it be
that we as a denomination want to rein
in our outreach to nations without the
gospel when God is moving so mightily
these days?
Grace Holland, Ashland, Ohio

A

s I sit at 1998 General Conference I realize that I am one of
few in my g e n e r a t i o n w h o
would choose to come! You see, while
not only was I born and raised Brethren
in Christ and attending General Conference, I enjoy the Conference experience—from business to worship to fellowship to quizzing to being challenged
by those who share and to hearing and
understanding many different views.
While our theme focused on the 100
years of Brethren in Christ missions, I
believe this year's theme also leads us
into the 21 st century as the North American Brethren in Christ church. The cultural diversity among us is exciting and I
pray that it will continue to grow. As our
Brethren in Christ family grows, it will
bring changes in the way we do things
and in the life of conference. But I chal12
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lenge us all to embrace this diversity and
to pray for hearts that are culturally sensitive. I trust that we will all be blessed
by our new brothers and sisters.
Missy Stoner, Lancaster, Pa.

G

national church leaders from Zimbabwe, Venezuela, India, and Navajoland.
—united singing and prayers in various languages; heartily singing "There's
Power in the Blood" in both Spanish
and English at one time.
—seeing the beginnings of Brethren
in Christ missions in Zimbabwe from
the point of view of the Zimbabwean
people; learning of their struggles with
accepting the Gospel as it was presented
because it conflicted with their culture.
I am looking forward to gathering
around God's throne with people from
every nation and worshipping him
together.
Lucy Mellinger, Manor, Pa.

C

I

eneral Conference has served to
connect me with the greater
vision of the church through our
denomination. This over-arching vision
has stimulated thought in my mind and
helped me to further develop the vision
and mission of the Massey Place Community Church in Saskatoon. SK.
Tim Albrecht, Massey Place, Sask.

hanges certainly need to come
but they will be painful. I believe
that the church news as it is now
published in the Visitor, and the births,
weddings, and obituaries should be
deleted. The problem is they are sacred
cows and the persons that now subscribe
want these... I have for some time advocated that the Therefore magazine
should be incorporated with the Visitor.
The cost could be shared with the missions budget and the Visitor made available at a lower price.
We need less articles from the top
leaders in the church. I have quit reading
them some time ago. If they do not write
when they have something great to say,
what they say becomes mundane.
J.M. Brubaker, Blairs Mills and
Center Grove, Pa.

T

t was a great privilege to be a part of
the unique 115th General Conference as we celebrated the 100th
anniversary of Brethren in Christ missions under the theme "From Every
Nation." Highlights for me included:
—the opening processional of flags
from every nation where the Brethren
in Christ are doing mission work: seeing
national church leaders and missionaries
who have devoted their lives to sharing
the Gospel, carrying the flags.
—the Sunday afternoon service in
which each continent was prayed for by
someone from another continent.
— m e e t i n g and interacting with

f the purpose of the 115th General
Conference was to be a celebration
of world missions, it was a tremendous success. From the drama presentation by our brothers and sisters from
Mozambique, to the international songs
shared by Dwight Thomas, it was exciting to learn more about the growth of the
church internationally: now averaging
one new church every ten days!
Since the focus seemed to be on
world missions, the business sessions
were almost a side issue. Although clarifying and/or establishing specific steps
for reconciliation within our churches
could have been difficult, the climate on
the floor of conference was relaxed and
collaborative.
Perhaps one wonderful aspect of conference was the chance to catch up with
friends across the denomination. For
over 20 years, my wife and I lived in
the center of "Brethren in Christ-dom,"
in central Pennsylvania. Just over a year
ago, we moved to Wisconsin and now
attend the New Vision Brethren in Christ
church. We are over three hours away
from the nearest Brethren in Christ
church. It was fun to have meals and
conversations with other Brethren in
Christ folks again.
Finally, I appreciated the opportunity
to review and provide feedback on the
media report as well as the future vision
of the Brethren in Christ. As part of a
church planting in a state that doesn't
know the Brethren in Christ, it's great to
know I'm part of a denomination that
August 1998

wants to reach out to new people—and
is willing to develop new ways to do
that.
Rod Chamberlain,
New Vision, Wise.

I

found General Conference 1998
"From Every Nation" to be a very
positive time. It would seem that the
brotherhood of four years ago has really taken hold of our hearts. There was a
definite cooperative attitude in the comments from the floor while at the same
time maintaining the integrity of opposing points of view. It gives me hope that
our brotherhood will continue into the
future...hopefully reported by a possibly revamped but not abolished Evangelical Visitor.
Clive Ollies, Jemison Valley, Pa.

T

his 1998 General Conference was
a trip-around-the-world. What a
rich time to discover and celebrate the church "From Every Nation!"
The worship was excellent...the fellowship strengthening...the message clear.
I was glad to be able to celebrate this
special 100th anniversary of world missions.
Thank you to the youth program for a
good time. My daughter Laura enjoyed
it very much.
Brian Lofthouse, Port Colborne, Ont.

G

enerally, I thought this conference was encouraging. It certainly seemed to be more relaxed
and open than some past conferences I
have attended. I was especially pleased
with the leadership's willingness to
schedule time for "open discussion"
regarding important denominational
issues such as our mode of communication. Additionally, I was impressed by
our willingness to wrestle with the issue
of congregational conflict.
Equally encouraging was this year's
conference connection with the centennial of Brethren in Christ World Missions. The opening service's international flag procession was a great way to
begin the conference. And the repeated
reference to the theme of "mission" in
the course of the meetings was useful
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in reminding us of this crucial aspect of
what it means to be the Church of Jesus
Christ. However, at this point I sensed
the greatest weakness of the Brethren in
Christ mentality. We are still so narrow
in our thinking. Our ecumenicalism is
limited essentially to Mennonites, Holiness people, and conservative evangeli-

cals; when other denominations are also
attempting to be faithful. Our vision of
mission is primarily limited to people
of color from developing nations, when
places like France, Italy, England, Germany, Scotland, Ireland, and Belgium
are essentially pagan nations.
Jay McDermond, Harrisburg, Pa.

A FINAL OBSERVATION

W

hat a wonderful conference, in so many ways. The worship
experience was among the best I have known. The prayer
times—particularly the one led by Bishop Hock—were very
meaningful. The fellowship (as always) was nourishing.
All of this being so, why should I raise a bone of contention? To
Anabaptists, the business of the church is holy work. I see it that way. Discussion, debate, sponsorship, elections, etc., are holy tasks requiring discipline, dedication, and passion. I came to Conference with my agenda read
and marked, prepared to participate in this holy work.
But I am not sure I am in the majority any longer. These days, business
is that "necessary evil" that gets in the way of the real holy work of Conference, whatever that is. The prayer times? The meals? The worship services? Business used to be included in the company of these esteemed
involvements. Not any longer. Now (for many, maybe even most), it is a
necessary evil; or an unnecessary evil better suited to the Leadership
Council and the Conference Board. The attitude seemed to be, "Let's not
waste our time doing business and wrestling with deep issues. Five or six
people can stand up and talk about vision (if that's what they were doing),
and our Leadership Council can carry the ball from there." I heard the
speeches that made it to the floor. Frankly, I don't think a "ball" to "pick
up" appeared.

I am willing to concede that the General Conference I have known and
loved no longer exists. I am also ready to say that it does not exist NOT
because it was wrested away by Leadership Council, but because it was
given away by a largely apathetic constituency that does not see business
as "holy work," and would rather do something else. Perhaps our leaders
discerned this before I did, and thus the present circumstances. I have no
idea. But I do know that the largely disinterested body that read books,
walked the halls, slept, and referred their ways through this Conference was
not equipped to do holy work. People who didn't read their agendas or pray
over the issues were not equipped to do holy work.
I will be praying for the Leadership Council and General Conference
Board as they do the holy work of the church that we once accepted as our
responsibility. But I can't help feeling that we let God, them, and ourselves
down in the process.
I am not sure what it means to be Anabaptists in all of this, and I fear that
the ripple effect will significantly impact other aspects of our Anabaptistness. I appeal to our leaders to give this significant reflection.
Respectfully,
Glenn Robitaille, Ashland, Ohio
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Nappanee (left) and Dillsburg in the finals.

1998 BIBLE QUIZ FINALS

The spirit of friendship always
superseded the spirit of competition
by John A. Sider
Bible quizzing at General
Conference this July was characterized, as usual, by keen competition among the ten teams
that participated. But undoubtedly the first impression that an
observer would have gotten is
how much the quizzers enjoyed
each
other's
company.
Throughout the tournament, the
spirit of friendship always
superseded the spirit of competition. Mount Rock quizzer
Scott Benedict summed it up in
this illustration: "At lunch today
[Monday] we ate with the Nappanee team, and we were laughing and joking and just having a
good time together. Right after
lunch we quizzed Nappanee in
a very competitive quiz, but at
the end of the quiz we walked

out together, laughing and joking and just having a good time
together." This seems to be
what quizzing in the Brethren
in Christ Church is all about!
In fact, it's interesting to
note what quizzers list as the
important things about quizzing. In a Monday afternoon
workshop on quizzing at General Conference, three current
quizzers and one "retired"
quizzer who is now coaching
expressed what the rewards of
quizzing have been for them.
The two benefits that Scott
Benedict (Mount Rock), Kimberly Kipe (Paramount), and
Esther Rosentrater (Nappanee)
seemed to agree on were friendship and fellowship with other
Christian youth and the opportunity to study and use God's

Word. Marcus Yeatts (the
"retired" quizzer who is now
helping to coach at Grantham)
agreed wholeheartedly about
the importance of studying and
using God's Word. Marcus
noted that when he was a
quizzer, the friendships were
really important, but what has
endured in the years since he
left active quizzing is the
knowledge of the Scriptures
that he acquired through all
those hours of study and memorization.

Word is powerful, and this fact
is being demonstrated daily in
the lives of quizzers, who are
being immensely challenged by
the truth of what they are studying.
The ten teams met for the
first quizzing session on Sunday afternoon, July 5, and
quizzing continued daily until
the Finals at nine o'clock
Wednesday evening in front of
the assembled Conference audience. Many of the quizzers
stayed on Conference grounds,
and when they weren't
quizzing, they were actively
involved in the activities that
Youth Director Jim Gambini
had arranged.

So for those who may be
skeptical and think that
quizzing is just an exercise in
technical, academic skill—
memorizing words without
understanding what they mean
or letting them impact behavior
and values—think again! God's

Allegheny Conference sent
two teams to Denominational
Finals this year: Paramount and
Mount Rock. Atlantic Conference qualified three teams:
Pequea, Skyline View and Hershey. Central Conference sent
two teams: a combined team

Skyline View

Paramount

Christian Union/Lakeview

Pequea
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from Nappanee/Wooster and a
combined team from Christian
Union/Lake view. The Upland
team again represented Pacific
Conference, and Susquehanna
Conference sent two teams:
Dillsburg and Grantham.
The tournament was organized into a double round robin,
in which each team quizzed all
the other teams twice, and a
double elimination tournament.
The round robin tournament
was used to establish placement
for the double elimination
round. At the end of the double
round robin, the order of finish
was Dillsburg, Nappanee/
Wooster, Skyline View, Paramount, Grantham, Mount
Rock, Pequea, Christian
Union/Lakeview, Hershey, and
Upland. Nappanee/Wooster,
who came through the winners'
bracket in the double elimination, met Dillsburg in the quiz
finals Wednesday night. Nappanee/Wooster prevailed in a
very exciting quiz and gained
the championship. The final
order of finish was Nappanee/Wooster, Dillsburg, Skyline View, Paramount, Christian Union/Lakeview, Pequea,
Grantham, Mount Rock, Hershey, and Upland.

originator of the annual
Can-Am Quiz Tournament,
which has long been a highlight
of the quiz year.
As witnessed above, those
who participate in Bible
quizzing believe it to be an
extremely worthwhile way to
study God's Word, develop
lasting Christian friendships,
and just generally have a good
time. This fall (late October or
early November) they will be
gearing up again to study the
Book of Acts. Wouldn't your
church like to get involved?
Quizzing is time- and energyconsuming, but isn't anything
that is worthwhile? And the
rewards are guaranteed! If
you'd like to find out how to
start a quiz team in your church,
you can get the information you
need from the Regional Director in your conference or from
the Denominational Quizmaster. In regional conferences
where no Director is listed, contact the Denominational Quizmaster. Names, addresses,
phone numbers, and e-mail
addresses follow.

At the end of the final quiz,
numerous quizzers received
recognition for their accomplishments. The top quizzer
from each team was recognized
with a $500 scholarship from
Messiah College, presented by
William Strausbaugh, dean of
enrollment
management.
Recipients were Vaughn Climenhaga, (Christian Union/
Lakeview), Erica Brubaker
(Dillsburg), Ben Bixler
(Grantham), Carrie Messick

(Hershey), Scott Benedict
(Mount Rock), Esther Rosentrater (Nappanee/Wooster),
Kimberly Kipe (Paramount),
Josh Murray
(Pequea),
Demetrius Lettley (Skyline
View), and Gretchen Fagg
(Upland). The top ten quizzers
overall received medallions:
Esther Rosentrater (10th),
Rachel Spurrier (Dillsburg—
9th), Gretchen Fagg (8th),
Erica Brubaker (7th), Kimberly
Kipe (6th), Carrie Messick
(5th), Ben Bixler (4th), Vaughn
Climenhaga (3rd), Demetrius
Lettley (2nd), and Scott Benedict (1st).
Scott Benedict, as the top
quizzer, received the Bible presented by Christian Light
Bookstores. Esther Rosentrater
received the Quizzers' Choice
Award, voted on by quizzers,
coaches, and officials and
based on overall quizzing
excellence—skill, team leadership, sportsmanship and Christian character. Demetrius Lettley was honored as the Top
Rookie, an award that goes to
the best first-year quizzer. The
top three teams received trophies, and the champions also
received Messiah College
scholarships.
Two special Appreciation
Awards were also given to
adults who have served the
quizzing ministry long and
well. Bonnie Walker is retiring
after seven years as Regional
Quizmaster for Central Conference, and Aubrey Hawton's
service as Canadian Regional
Director ended this past April.
Aubrey had served both as
Canadian Regional Director
and as Denominational Quizmaster, as well as being the

Nappanee/Wooster

Dillsburg

Grantham

Mount Rock

Hershey

Upland
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Denominational
Quizmaster
John A. Sider
P. O. Box 108
Grantham, PA 17027
Telephone: 717-697-1597
E-mail: jasider@prodigy. net
Allegheny Conference
Clint Stouffer
12650 Beck Road
Hagerstown, M D 21742
Telephone: 301-714-1346
E-mail: stouffec@ncr.disa.mil
Atlantic Conference
Arlin Buckwalter
150 North Charlotte Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Telephone: 717-664-3006
E-mail: arlinbuck@juno.com
Central Conference
John Weaver
2507 Montclair Avenue
Wooster, OH 44691
Telephone: 216-264-5683
E-mail: johnw44691 @aol.com
Susquehanna
Conference
Esther Spurrier
8 Oakwood Drive
Dillsburg, PA 17019
Telephone: 717-432-9850
E-mail: jespurrier@aol.com
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NEPAL

i
e
"

ningdom Extended

For centuries Nepal has been a
nation where no religion could be proclaimed other than Hinduism. But our
God is great, and nothing is impossible with him. God can s o f t e n the
hearts in what seems to be the most
resistant circumstances, and he has.
God is at work in Nepal, and Nepali
Christians have their vision set on seeing a church birthed in Tibet.
In 1997 the Nepal Mission to Tibet
began sharing the message of Christ
through the efforts of three Nepali
evangelists who travel into Tibet twice
each month. Tibet is a very sensitive
country where any Christian witness
carries a significant measure of resistance and even danger.
In a recent visit into Tibet, our
evangelists established a friendship
with a Nepali family who invited them
to spend three days and nights in their
home. They allowed our evangelists
to teach the Christian faith and to present studies from the Scriptures. They
are invited to return and therein lies
the hope for a beginning. The strategy
is to reach a Nepali family or small
group of Nepalis living in Tibet who
will become believers and then share
that faith with Tibetan neighbors. In
the meantime, what is happening in
Nepal?

ital city of Kathmandu and a third is
u n d e r w a y . W h i l e Jack and Trudy
McClane visited Nepal on their most
recent administrative trip to Asia, they
were privileged to administer the first
Communion to these new Christians
and witnessed the first baptism of new
believers from our churches in the
Kathmandu valley. In three different
locations on three successive days, 58
new believers in Brethren in Christ
churches were baptized.

Since these three Nepali evangelists spend most of their time in Nepal,
their alternate assignment is to plant
Brethren in Christ churches in the
Kathmandu valley, the most heavily
populated area of this country nestled
in the shadow of the Himalayas. In
seven months' time these evangelists
have planted two churches in the cap-

How do they go about planting
c h u r c h e s in N e p a l ? T h i s was the
answer given by our evangelists.
"We gather together all of the new
believers we have led to the Lord and
lead them through a series of classes
on how to bring other people to faith
in J e s u s C h r i s t . A f t e r t h e y h a v e
learned their Gospel presentations and
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have been taught how to trust in the
Holy Spirit to guide them, we go from
door to door in a selected community.
We ask one of two questions. 'There is
a book which says there are four spiritual truths we all need to know. Can
we tell you about it.' Or, 'We have
come to talk to you about Jesus Christ.
Have you ever heard of his name?'
Many people say, 'No, I have never
heard of Jesus.' We then ask, 'May we
c o m e in and tell you about h i m ? '
When invited in, we first tell people
that the Creator God knows them all
by name and loves them. Sin has separated all mankind from Creator God,
but there is salvation available through
Jesus Christ, his Son. He is the One
we have come to talk to you about."
This is how the church is planted in
Nepal. People come to know Christ in
August 1998

(Far left) A village worship
service in Nepal.
(Left) Jack McClane (center)
shares in the dedication of a
village church in Nepal
earlier this year.
(Photos by Trudy

McClane)

in Nepal, all of whom have a minimum of two years of theological training and give evidence of being called
of God and led by his Spirit. The challenge is compelling and the risks are
many, but the call of God to proclaim
his Gospel among the nations of the
world is the banner which leads these
God-called and gifted servants in the
work of extending the kingdom. Your
prayers provide protection, courage
and strength for each day's ministry.
the marketplace and in homes, and
when they gather together for worship,
it is a time of nurture and spiritual formation.

people from Mission Nepal attending.
During the year they form evangelistic
teams for rural evangelism and help
construct church buildings.

The work in the Kathmandu valley
is a new initiative for the church. It is
the result of the church's vision to
reach Tibet, because it is nearest to
the location where Nepalis can cross
the border into Tibet. The main center
of the work in Nepal is in the eastern
region, fairly close to Brethren in
Christ m i n i s t r i e s in Bihar, India.
Twelve churches form our conference
there with a possible thirteenth already
planted. Ministries other than evangelism and church planting include TEE
(Theological Education by Extension)
which is now available to all evangelical pastors in this region. TEE materials have been translated recently by
Brethren in Christ leaders in Nepal,
who now teach it to a number of pastors who have no other access to training.

We thank the Lord that we now
have ten evangelists/church planters

T h e Mary H o k e Hostel is now
operative with 30 children who come
from Brethren in Christ families in villages where there are no schools. The
children are housed, cared for, taught
the Scriptures and the Christian way,
and a t t e n d n e a r b y g o v e r n m e n t
schools. The youth promote an annual conference with over 400 young
August
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This article is a blend of information from
a report of Brethren in Christ World Missions'
Executive Director, Jack McClane, on his
recent trip to Nepal and also from a report of
the Director of the Nepal Brethren in Christ
Church.

The first baptism for a Brethren in Christ congregation in the Kathmandu
valley, the New Colony Church in Nepal. Five persons—three young men
and two young women—were baptized in a remote and secluded place where
a small waterfall creates a pond about waist deep, a lovely setting for baptism.
Evangelical
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Scmbrador
(The Sower)

by Bruce and Merly Bundy
A missionary family went out to
Madrid, Spain. They were commissioned
to reach the lost and start a new church.
They went out with a lot of enthusiasm,
knowing that God's hand was in it. As
they were planting the seed of God's
Word, they came to observe peculiar
things. As they talked to people and
shared their lives, they noticed that planting a church in Spain was no easy task.
There were many obstacles involved.
First, it seemed that when they talked
about God's message, it would go in one
ear and right out the other. The young
missionary woman spent many hours
talking with Elvira, the downstairs neighbor. Despite much prayer, it seemed that
Elvira never quite understood.
Then there was Antonio and Magdalena and Alfonso and the ladies in the park
and the shop attendant who had cancer
and endless more who never seemed to
catch on. The missionaries tried hard to
meet and spend time with as many people
as possible. They organized baking classes, English classes, and community projects. They took time to be with people in
the parks, in their homes, and at the bowling alley. They had special events in their
home—birthday parties, Christmas celebrations, etc. Any occasion was a good
reason to invite people to their church or
home. Many people would come and say
that they were touched and would return.
But it was as though the enemy would
come along and snatch what was sown in
their hearts. The missionaries were sorely disappointed at the apathy and hardness
of heart.
A farmer went out to sow his seed.
As he was scattering
the seed,
some fell along the path, and the
birds came and ate it up...
Yet there were those who accepted the
good message with joy. Maria believed
and her joy was so evident that her physical appearance changed. The missionaries had to go away for a short while, however, and while they were gone, someone
spoke to Maria about another religion and
she denied all she had ever witnessed
about the good message. Disappointed,
the missionaries pondered: "What have
we done wrong?"
Soon they met Mr. W. who also
18
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Merly Bundy (second from left) with Spanish friends.
Maria Ines, a leader of a cell group, is on the far right.
received the message with joy. But his
joy was short-lived. He wasn't interested
in reading the Bible much. It said a lot of
things that made him uncomfortable.
There was Mr. W.'s sister who was very
enthusiastic until she learned that it was
not right for her to live with a man who
was not her husband. It was just too difficult for these people to live out what
they believed; they preferred to take an
easier way.
Some [seed] fell on rocky places,
where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil
was shallow, But when the sun
came up, the plants were scorched,
and they withered because they had
no root.
Surely there would be someone who
would grow! Mr. R. and his wife were
like Priscilla and Aquila. They loved to
read God's Word and tell others about
him. They enthusiastically volunteered to
form part of the ministry team and shared
in the burden for the lost. Then something
very subtle and deadly started to occur.
Mr. R. did not have a steady job and the
only jobs he could find were on church
nights. They started worrying about financial stress. No matter how much money
came in, it never was enough. Eventually
it was too much hassle to participate in
church activities or in people's lives and
they grew bitterly cold. Yet, there was
still hope because Mr. J.L. was coming
right along. He talked to everyone about

Jesus and read the entire Bible in six
months. His questions were endless and
he loved the Lord with all his heart. The
missionaries saw a diamond in the rough,
until he started denying the lordship of
Christ in problem areas of his life. The
Scriptures no longer were alive and the
pastor was getting too fanatical for him,
so he decided to abandon it altogether.
Other seed fell among
thorns,
which grew up and choked the
plants...
In the midst of it all, the missionaries
continued discipling. They continued
training those who had a willing and open
heart. They continued to meet in homes
and see miraculous answers to prayers.
They continued reaching out to the lost
and praying for fertile ground somewhere.
Finally, there were those who made it all
worth it. There was Maria Ines who, upon
hearing the message, not only accepted
it, but started living by it. She was criticized by her friends and family. Nevertheless, she kept talking and brought
many to church.
One such friend was Alicia. Her thirst
for the Bible was insatiable. After knowing Jesus for only one month, she left two
Jehovah Witnesses bewildered. Although
she had her share of temptations, she
would always return to the source of her
peace, Jesus.
Then there was Karina, who originally had been drawn to Jesus' feet by Mr. R.
continued

on page 19
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His healing hand

Melanie Hawbaker is in her first term of
service in Bogota, Colombia. She in
involved in the ministry in the La Calzada Brethren in Christ Church. Her home
church is Manor Brethren in Christ, Lancaster, Pa. This account occurred in the
spring of 1998.
Let me tell you about a miracle God
did in the life of my friend Ofelia. Ofelia
is a single mother with five children and
another on the way. She does odd jobs
like cleaning or selling food as a way to
provide for her family. Three months ago,
when Ofelia was four months pregnant,
she was cleaning windows and as she
stepped out onto a roof, it collapsed
beneath her. Ofelia fell to the first floor.
After arriving at the hospital and having
x-rays taken, Ofelia learned that she had a

61 Sembrador...

continued from page 18

and his wife. Now, she was being trained
as a leader in the church, surpassing her
original teachers. Despite financial stress
and the pressures from family and friends,
she continued committed to Christ and
his church, wanting to be a part of the
harvest.
Other seed fell on good soil, where
it produced a crop—a
hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was
sown...
The story does not end here, for there
is still so much to do. While praying for
fertile soil, there are thorns, weeds, and
rocks that must be eliminated in Spain's
secular society. Someone must plant,
water, and fertilize. Many missionaries
have already given their lives in preparing
the soil. There is a desperate need for
more workers because, in reality, a great
harvest is coming and the missionaries
want to be ready.
He who has ears, let him hear.
Bruce and Merly Bundy have been church
planters in Spain since September 1988. They
are members of the Mount Pleasant Brethren
in Christ Church in Manheim, Pa. They write
this "parable" of the sower paralleling their
ministry in Spain.
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fractured pelvis and would have to be
bedridden for at least two months. Miraculously. however, the baby was safe and
sound. God truly had his hands around
Ofelia and her baby.
When I came to know Ofelia, she had
been bedridden in the clinic for two
weeks. As you can imagine, she was very
discouraged and worried for her children
(ages 3-15) who lived about 45 minutes
from the clinic. We tried to encourage her
and prayed with her often. After one
month, after x-rays showed that the fracture was coming together, Ofelia began to
use crutches. Everyone was amazed at
this fast recovery and gave the glory and
thanks to God—once again, he performed
a miracle in Ofelia's life. She continues to
improve and praises the Lord for his healing hand in her life. Ofelia's faith, and
mine, have grown through this experience.

This has never
happened before
Rachel Kibler serves the Lord at Nahumba Mission, Choma, Zambia, as mission
hostess.
Astrid is a young woman of mixed
races who became involved in a cult
group. We learned to know her grandparents and her mother many years ago. Now
Astrid, at age sixteen, was dying. She was
starving herself due to an eating disorder
and stayed locked in her bedroom whenever she was at home. She listened to
satanic music, and had all kinds of Satanic symbols in her room. Her long, natural
curls were coming out by the handful.
She would not attend church with her
family.
Two weeks ago I got a call from
Astrid's grandmother. She told me that
the previous Sunday the pastor of their
church came to the house with a group to
pray for her. They began praying at 8:00
p.m. and stayed until 2:00 a.m. the next
morning. During that time the Lord delivered Astrid from Satan's hold on her life.
On the Sunday the grandmother called,
Astrid was baptized and gave a most
beautiful testimony in church, cautioning
young people to beware of the power that
had bound her.
The kids in her school cannot believe

she is the same person. She is having
opportunity to share her faith with others.
Astrid's father waited a long time to
become a Christian, but on that same Sunday I learned that he may be going into
the ministry. This whole family is beginning to respond to the gospel. The grandmother was delivered from alcohol and
has been living a godly life against many
odds. The one daughter-in-law who
comes from a Muslim background recently accepted Christ. A few weeks ago the
whole family was together. The ones who
are Christians began to pray and lay hands
on the other members of the family as
they prayed for them.
This has never happened in their family before. I share this so that you might
praise God with us and that you might
not become weary in praying for others.

AD 2000: target
still reachable!
Debbie Wood, Director of Publications,
AD 2000
"It can still be done!" say 35 AD 2000
track leaders who met from May 12-14,
1998, in Colorado Springs to discuss the
movement's remaining 2 1/2 years. C.
Peter Wagner, leader of the movement's
prayer track, asked, "There are 31 months
left—do we still have the faith that we
can reach our aim: 'a church for every
people and the gospel for each person by
the year 2000'?" "Yes!" came the answer,
according to a press release. "If God gives
the vision, he also confirms it by the
appropriate fruit."
In some areas, they are ahead of the
1998 aims. Their current focus is on
research projects and setting strategic priorities, including finances for planting
new churches amid unreached peoples.
Michael Little (Christian Broadcasting
Network) and Vonette Bright (Campus
Crusade for Christ) will lead the "Prayer
through the Window IV" project in 1999,
focusing particularly on the 62 countries
in the 10/40 Window.
The previous prayer campaigns in
1993, 1995, and 1997 united some 20 or
30 million people in intercession. Surprisingly, according to the report, the
decisive hindrances to world mission are
not in the number of missionaries, material, finances, or methods, but in "disinterest, self-centeredness, and lukewarm
Christianity. We will see a breakthrough
when the whole body of Christ has a heart
for the nations and learns to pray in
unity."
S3
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Church
News

Notes of Congregational Activities in North America

Allegheny Conference
The youth of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., participated June 21-26 in a city work
camp, repairing homes of disabled
or low-income persons.
Seven
people were baptized June 7 into the
fellowship of the Antrim church,
C h a m b e r s b u r g . "Space Mission
Bible Camp" was the June 15-19
VBS theme. •:• Bruce and Merly
Bundy spoke about Spain in the July
26 evening service of the Fairview
Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa. •:•
T h e Five F o r k s c o n g r e g a t i o n ,
Waynesboro, is working to implement a child abuse prevention policy. A prayer vigil was held June 2,
7:00-10:00 p.m. • "Sonlight Island"
was the June 15-19 VBS theme at
the Hollowell church, Waynesboro.
New Light from Messiah College
was in concert on June 21.
Clara Ritchey led VBS June 2226 f o r the M a r t i n s b u r g , Pa.,
church, with o f f e r i n g s going to
Gospel Tide Hour. A picnic followed the Friday closing. Average
attendance at the "Hooked on Jesus"
VBS June 7-11 at the Montgomery
church, Mercersburg, Pa., was 130.

The missions offering was $3,000.
On June 24 James Teeter spoke of
his work at a hospital in Sudan. •:•
Bible stories and crafts were highlights of the June 15-19 VBS of the
Mt. Tabor congregation, Mercersburg. A Sunday school picnic was
July 11 at Lions Club Park.
On
June 7 the New Guilford church,
Chambersburg, said farewell to Pastor Larry Dillon. The Jackson Family Singers were in concert June 14.
• The puppet team of the Hollowell
church ministered June 14 to the
South M o u n t a i n congregation,
Shippensburg.

Atlantic Conference
The Circle of Hope church,
Philadelphia, Pa., is hoping to begin
a nonprofit entity called Circle Venture which will aid c o m m u n i t y
development by providing jobs for
the poor, and complement the ministry of the church. • The Cross
Roads congregation. Mount Joy,
Pa., welcomed 15 new members
May 31. Rick M a i l l o u x was
installed as senior pastor on July 12.
J. Wilmer and Velma Heisey celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-

Search for Associate Pastor at Messiah Village
Messiah Village is seeking an Associate Pastor to join
the pastoral team in a full-time position effective October
1, 1998. The Associate Pastor will assist in teaching,
preaching, and visitation, and possibly coordinate the music
program of the congregation.
We seek a candidate who has a deep commitment to
Jesus Christ, is a member of the Brethren in Christ Church
with an understanding of and appreciation for the church's
beliefs and practices, is licensed or ordained in the Brethren in Christ denomination (or currently completing
requirements for the same); and who preferably has experience in ministry among older adults, and music leadership
abilities. A job description is available upon request.
Resumes are now being received and inquiries should be
addressed to Pastoral Search Committee, c/o Human
Resources, Messiah Village, 100 Mt. Allen Drive, P.O.
Box 2015, Mechanicsburg, PA, 17055.
20
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sary May 23. Wilmer, of Mount Joy,
and Velma Climenhaga, of Kindersley, Sask., were married June 11,
1948, at Bangued, Abra Province,
Philippines, while both were serving with the MCC relief unit. They
later served at Navajo Mission in
New Mexico with Brethren in Christ
Missions. In Pennsylvania Velma
worked as a nurse and Wilmer as
Exec. Secretary of Brethren in
Christ Missions and of MCC U.S.,
and most recently as a teacher at
Lancaster Mennonite High School.
At the gathering hosted by their
three children and spouses at Mensch Mill Retreat Center, Alburtis,
Pa., family and friends enjoyed visiting, dinner, and a hymn sing.
The Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation welcomed 24 new members on May 31.
Bob and Carol
Geiger, pioneer missionary couple
in Colombia, S.A., spoke June 28 to
the Fairland congregation, Cleona,
Pa.
The youth summer missions
trips of the Free Grace church,
Millersburg, Pa., were fully funded
by the congregation at over $10,000.
The July 13-17 "Hooked on Jesus"
VBS was about the Beatitudes. •:•
Larry Dillon was installed July 12 as
associate pastor for youth of the
Manor church, Mountville, Pa.
The June 22-26 VBS at the New
Hope church. Harrisburg, Pa., was
the intergenerational study, "Sonlight Island." •:• Ethan Gramm was
the July 5 guest speaker at the
Palmyra, Pa., church.
June 14 missions speakers at the
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., were
Harvey and Erma Sider. Ministry
guests July 5 were singer Tim Harden and speaker Doug Sider. •> The
50s+ group of the Refton. Pa.,
church planned to attend a buffet
and concert July 11 at Sandy Cove.
The Children's Day sermon June 7
was " H o w Do You C l o s e a
Banana?" • Thirty-five fathers and
sons of the Silverdale. Pa., church
attended a breakfast June 21 with
speaker Tom Skinner.
A minimusical concluded the June 14-19

VBS at the Speedwell H e i g h t s
church, Lititz, Pa. •:• The Summit
View church, New Holland, Pa., had
a father-son picnic June 14 at Welsh
Mt. Park. P a s t o r Don Fry w a s
installed June 7.

Canadian Conference
The Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., had an outdoor
Canada Day service and hot dog
lunch on J u n e 28. In July and
August the church had continental
breakfast at 9:00 a.m. and service at
10:00 on Sundays. •> The fifth annual community barbecue at the Cross
Roads church, Guelph, Ont., was
attended by 165 people. •:• A drama,
"The Price," was presented in the
June 14 worship hour of the Delisle.
Sask., church, with a Sunday school
picnic following at Kinsmen Park. •
Men of the Heise Hill c h u r c h ,
Gormley, Ont., were invited to the
June 21 Father's Day breakfast. •
On June 14 the Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon, Sask., had a
picnic and baseball game at Diefenbaker Park. The 35th anniversary
celebration of the church was June
28.
The Oak Ridges. Ont., church
hosted a "Sunshine Sunday School
Reunion" on June 14, with lunch
and an afternoon celebration for the
125th anniversary of the town of
Richmond Hill. • On June 21 the
family-oriented Father's Day service
of the Orchard Creek congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., included
honoring Christian education workers. •:• The Port Colborne, Ont..
church welcomed three new members on May 31. The church campout was July 10-12 at Rock Point
Provincial Park. • On July 1 Paul
and Kathy Weber and children of
the Rosebank congregation. Petersburg, Ont., left for Chad for service
with TEAM. The spring Sunday
school offering of $1,000 sent kids
to Camp Kahquah.
Ryan Brown, youth pastor of the
Stayner, Ont., church preached the

Biography of
John and Nellie Hostetter
Challenging Tradition, Finding a Ministry, a
242 page biography of John and Nellie Hostetter,
written by J. Norman Hostetter, is available by
sending $5.00 to the Brethren in Christ Historical
Society, The Archives, Messiah College,
Grantham, PA 17027. Checks and money orders
should be made payable to the Historical Society.
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June 7 anniversary/homecoming
sermon of the Sherkston, Ont.,
church. •:• At the end of the Father's
Day service of the Springvale. Ont.,
church, 15 men, young unmarried
and g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r s , sang "I
Answer the Call." The church welcomed nine new members in June.
The seniors of the Stayner, Ont.,
church had a carry-in dinner June
29 to get acquainted with the pastor
and family. •:• On June 28 Jochen
and Claudette Zieschang shared in
the adult Sunday school hour of the
Wainfleet, Ont., church about their
trip to Central America with the
MCC study and learning tour. •> The
senior youth of the Westheights
church, Kitchener, Ont., hosted a
spaghetti dinner fund raiser and auction June 13 for their Pennsylvania
mission trip.

Central Conference
The A m h e r s t c o n g r e g a t i o n ,
M a s s i l l o n , O h i o , raised almost
$1,100 at a recent barn sale. The
summer intern June 23-28 was Mike
Abell. •:• The Bethel congregation,
Merrill, Mich., hosted their gospel
tent meeting the first two weeks of
June with Pastor Agee as evangelist. •:• Messiah College student
Mike Abell preached June 14 at the
Beulah Chapel church, Springfield,
Ohio.
The Christian Union
church, Garrett, Ind., had their
campout June 26-28 at Chain-o'L a k e s State P a r k . • A S u n d a y
School class of the Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich., began
the 50-Day Adventure "Untapped
Miracles for Tapped Out Christians"
in July. VBS June 22-26 was "Marketplace 29 A.D.: A Bibletimes
Experience."
The youth of the Northgate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, had a missions trip to Toronto, Canada, June
13-20, to help minister to the homeless and Third World immigrants. •:•
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church had
a cookout June 17 at a local home. •:•
On June 7 Charles and Leone Byer
spoke about Navajo Mission in New
Mexico to the Sippo Valley church,
Massillon, Ohio. Dan and Helen
Glick went to Venezuela June 1327 on a missions work project. •>
The June 15-20 VBS of the Valley
Chapel church, East Canton, Ohio,
collected $200 for books and health
insurance for India. John Brubaker
spoke at the June 22 service and was
guest for the June 21 VBS picnic. •:•
Three persons were baptized June 7
into the fellowship of the Wooster.
Ohio, church. Groundbreaking for
the new church and parsonage was
June 14. Leslie Book from Colombia spoke June 21.
August
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Midwest Conference
The Bethany c o n g r e g a t i o n ,
Thomas, Okla., had their annual
Harvest R&R on June 7, a time of
games and refreshment before members leave to cut wheat to the north.
The church received five new members on June 28. • Mary Barnett of
the Rosebank congregation, Hope,
Kan., left June 21 for her TIMS service in Venezuela. A picnic to honor
graduates was June 7 at Hope Park.
• Pastor Ron and Kerry Bowell of
the Zion church, Abilene, Kan.,
were in Israel June 15-24. They
shared about their trip in the June
28 service.

Pacific Conference
Bishop Brubaker visited the
Chino, Calif., church on June 14. A
meal to raise funds for missions was
June 7. * Denny and Molly Conant
led music and worship June 7 for
the Pacific Highway church, Salem,
Ore. •:• The P r i m e t i m e r s of the
Upland, Calif., church had Heritage
Night July 12 to honor some of
God's senior servants. •:• The Walnut, Calif., church hosted a youth
concert July 25. A two-hour membership class was on July 26.

Southeast Conference
Women of the Highland Park
congregation, Dublin, Va., attended
the Dobson "Renewing the Heart"
conference on June 12-13. • A covered dish meal June 10 at the Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla., honored Ethan and Elizabeth Gramm
for their 12 years of service. His last
Sunday was June 21. •> On June 19
the Millerfields church, Columbia,
Ky., had a commissioning service
for Ryan Abell, leaving for work
among native Americans in Arizona. • The Pomeroy Chapel congregation, Smithville, Tenn.,
enjoyed the ministry of the Gospel
Echoes New Life Team from
Goshen, Ind., on June 7.

Susquehanna Conference
On July 25 "A Strange New
Religion Comes to the Ndebele"
was performed at the Big Valley
church, Belleville, Pa. • Grades 3-6
children of the Carlisle, Pa., church
went to Akron, Pa., July 23 to tour
the 10,000 Villages craft warehouse
and help price and package. •:• June
was teacher appreciation month at
the Cedar G r o v e c h u r c h . M i f flintown, Pa. On June 15 the church
hosted the 12-member drama team
from Africa. •:• The Dillsburg, Pa.,
church launched its summer Sunday
e v e n i n g D E R F S with Phil and
Elaine Thuma sharing about malar-
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E.V. Timelines

Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR
100 Years Ago
August l, 1898—Editor H. N. Engle:
"The hireling clergy of today is largely
compelled to compromise, fearing to 'cry
aloud and spare not,' lest they lose position or salary or fame. They are bound to
ignore great existing evils, wink at abuses and errors, and pretend to close their eyes to corruptions which are in outright
variance with and antagonistic to principles that are pure and
heavenly."
75 Years Ago
August 20, 1923—Contributing editor E. J. Swalm: "A certain minister has said the weakness of the modern church is
this: She has lowered the New Testament Standard for measuring recruits until people have been received into the church
as though they were registering for attendance at a summer picnic. She has given more attention to quantity than quality."
50 Y e a r s A g o
August 23, 1948—Editor J. N. Hostetter: "If we are to conserve our youth we must have a [pastoral] leadership they can
and will respect. We must remember the difference between
being respected for piety and Christian living versus being
respected in the field of Christian leadership.
25 Years Ago
August 10, 1973—Retiring General Conference Secretary
Owen H. Alderfer, in an editorial titled "A Theology of General Conference": "Building upon New Testament patterns the
Brethren in Christ have sought to avoid two major dangers
which confront the church in its organization: on the one hand,
the threat of a self-defeating individualism which sunders the
body with impunity; and on the other hand, a monolithic structuring which stifles individual expression under the control of
the few. The mind of the Brethren in Christ is that every person is precious in God's sight and that each has gifts to contribute and ministries to perform in the life of the church. The
body of Christ has no insignificant members and it is the concern of the church to bring forth the concerns of all and to make
possible the contribution of each."
10 Y e a r s A g o
August 1988—The current editor, commenting on the
amount of Conference debate on redefining responsibilities of
the Council of Ministries and Mission (now the Leadership
Council): "It seems to me that such a major shift in roles would
merit debate on the floor of Conference. As it was, the reading
clerk read the proposal, a few sentences of sponsorship were
given, the Assistant Moderator asked if there were any questions, there was a moment of silence (actually 12 seconds—I
checked the tapes), and then the recommendation was put to a
vote. Five and a half minutes from introducing the article to
announcement of the vote. Without a single question or comment, it was one of the quickest actions we took all week... In
conversation afterward, a delegate...said, 'I didn't realize that
those issues were part of the background of that recommendation. If no one "in the know" spoke to the implications of various proposals, many of us assumed that there must be nothing
wrong with passing them." And that's precisely the reason for
debate on major proposals—to sharpen the issues."
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MONEY

A 70-year-old churchman standing before a congregation told them how God had healed
him. According to medical professionals, he should have died in his forties. The people marveled and praised God for his great act of grace and mercy.
The speaker went on to say how he and his wife give 50 percent of their income to the
church. He said the first 10 percent goes to their local church. He continued by saying they
give 100 percent of their passive income to the Lord's work. At that point, he asked the congregation, "What are you thinking now? Are you thinking, 'Listen to him brag'?"
Why are we so guarded with what we say about money? Why are there so few testimonies about giving in our churches? Why are so many of us apologetic when it comes to
asking for money? Why don't we attribute God's grace to testimonies of giving as we
do to healed marriages, healed bodies, healed souls, etc?
Why do we spend so much time in our local congregational council meetings, in general church leadership meetings, in church board meetings, talking about money when
90 percent of churches in general have no active plan or program to teach biblical stewardship and financial principles?
Why are we so careful with what we say about money when family financial problems
are contributing to divorces, stress and, for the first time in America's history, more than a million personal bankruptcies annually?
Why—when Jesus spent more time talking about money than nearly any
other single subject? Why are we so private when biblical leaders like Peter
and Paul, among others, told accounts of people and their money?
Could the answer be found in what Bishop Alvin Burkholder called "pocket-book protection?"
Upon arriving at a new church, the pastor asked the treasurer to see the report of
each family's giving. The treasurer said, "Oh, pastor, we don't share that information
here."
The pastor went to the secretary and asked her for the same information. She too
said, "Pastor, we don't share that information. Everyone's giving is a private matter
between them and God."
The pastor asked, "Do you work for the church?"
"Yes!"
by Philip D. Keefer
"Then I expect the giving records to be on my desk by next Thursday."
The records were on the pastor's desk by Thursday. When the pastor reviewed the giving, it wasn't long until he noticed that neither the treasurer nor the secretary had given a
penny to the church in the last year.
Is "pocket-book protection" the reason we talk so little about giving? It might be, but I
Philip D. Keefer is Execudon't think it is the primary reason.
tive Director of StewardIn many of our churches, we guard what people give to the point that no one knows what
ship for the Brethren in
Christ Church.
anyone gives. We guard this information so tightly, in spite of the fact that giving is a significant spiritual barometer of our walk with the Lord.
At a church board meeting, the pastor confirmed the rumor that one of their deacons was
divorcing his wife for another lady in the church. The members of the church board were
shocked, except for the treasurer. The treasurer noted a significant
difference in the deacon's giving about six months earlier. SomeCooperative Ministries
one has said, "Tithing is the last thing to begin and the first thing
Receipts, Year to Date
January 1-June 3 0 , 1 9 9 8
to go in a person's relationship with Christ."
United States
Canada
1998
1997
1998
1997
If it's not "pocket-book protection," if it's not a spiritual issue,
Proportionate
1.061.182 990.640
173.514 160.549
then why are we so cautious and reserved when it comes to talkCongregational 1.026,800 921,757
173,514 159,492
ing about giving? Why are we so timid with our challenges to sysIndividual
34,382
68,883
0
1,057
tematic and generous giving? Why do many of our sermons on
Designated and
giving lack the challenge of a call to commitment?
330.162
278.419
26.228 31.412
Direct Giving
Considering the financial and spiritual resources of Canada and
Congregational 221,064
149,404
26.228 29,762
the United States, we have greater opportunities than other counIndividual
119,098
129,015
1.650
tries. Someone said, "Satan has hood-winked us into silence
because when the church in North America gets rid of this sin and
Total to Date
1.391.344 1.269.059 173.514 160.549
begins to give according to our prosperity, hell is in trouble."

MATTERS

Radical?
Yes!
Unbiblical?
I don't
think so!

Total Budget
3.768.911 3.877.632
Received to Date
37%
32.7%

452.000* 419.300*
38%
38%

This is something worth thinking about.

*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving.
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ia research in Zambia. On June 1521, "Sonlight Island" VBS was
enjoyed by 100 children and 50
helpers.
The Gary Smalley video series,
"Keys to Loving Relationships" was
one of the summer elective classes
at the J e m i s o n V a l l e y c h u r c h ,
Westfield, Pa. The youth served
Father's Day brunch on June 21. *:•
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., church
hosted Summer Fun Days July 2730 for church and community children. *:• Grace Lady was recognized
June 14 for 20 years of music ministry at the Messiah Village church.
Mechanicsburg. • The Redland
Valley church, York Haven. Pa.,
hosted VBS June 22-26 evenings
with a closing program June 28 in
the service.

For The
Record
Births
Akershoek: Nadine Kelly, June
4: Will and Eileen Akershoek, Port
Colborne congregation, Ont.
Andrews: Caleb Michael, May
6; R o b e r t and S a n d y ( W e s t )
Andrews, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Campbell: Nathaniel Glen, June
5; Glen and Lori Campbell, Cedar
Grove congregation, Pa.
Chaplin: Danae Joy, June 18;
Jerry and Sally Chaplin. Dillsburg
congregation. Pa.
Clarkson: Kendra Alyssa, May
18; Ben and Pam Clarkson. Boyle
congregation, Ont.
Coldsmith: Joshua David, June
26; Shawn and Lora (Strite) Coldsmith, Chambersburg congregation.
Pa.
Dinse: Erica Joy, May 8; Dan
and Ling (Li) Dinse, Elizabethtown
congregation. Pa.
Donton: Emily Anne, May 27;
Todd and Elaina (Kling) Donton,
Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Edwards: Bethany McKenzie,
June 14; David and Christie (Shew)
Edwards, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Gayman: Jordan Isaac, June 4;
Brian and Linda (Bish) Gayman,
Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
G o c h n a u e r : A l y d i a Louise,
May 29; Steve and Lugene (Rosenberry) Gochnauer, Elizabethtown
congregation. Pa.
Goodling: Trevor Alan, June 8;
Scot and Tammy Goodling, Cedar
Grove congregation. Pa.
K a u f f m a n : E m m a Suzanne,
August
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M a y 23; H o w a r d and C h e r y l
(Mann) Kauffman, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
Knollmeyer: Juliann Helene,
J u n e 12; R o g e r and J a n i n e
Knollmeyer, Manor congregation.
Pa.
Lujan: Ethan Robert, Mar. 28;
Robert and Kristi (Nebeker) Lujaii,
Upland congregation, Calif.
Mosemann: Abigail Rose, May
13; Dave and Rose Mosemann, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Myers: Reid Jakob Steinbrecher, Mar. 26; Steven and Georgia
(Steinbrecher) Myers, Souderton
congregation, Pa. (Correction of a
June entry.)
Pawelski: Joel Andrew, Aug. 6,
1997; Paul and Anita (Byer) Pawelski. Dayton Mission, Ohio.
Schletewitz: Katherine Skye,
May 21; David and Lisa Schletewitz, Walnut congregation, Calif.
Seaman: Matthew Benjamin,
May 12; Ron and Lorrie (Mulhollen) Seaman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Vinson: Hannah Jane. June 8;
Jim and Lillie Vinson. Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Warfel: Madison Leigh, June
24; Eric and Krista (Greider) Warfel, Manor congregation. Pa.
Weaver: Ashlee Mae, June 14;
Jeffrey and Tracie Weaver, Manor
congregation. Pa.
Zeimis: Wyatt Foster, Jan. 15;
S t e v e n and K i m b e r l y Z e i m i s ,
Upland congregation, Calif. (Correction of a May entry.)

Weddings
Ament-Bauman: E. Jewelene,
daughter of Alvin and Blanche Bauman, Millersville, Pa., and Craig
Michael, son of Ronald and Pam
Ament, Lancaster, Pa., June 6, at
Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating.
A s h w a y - M i l l e r : April May,
d a u g h t e r of J a m e s and S a n d r a
Miller, Mercersburg, Pa., and Scott
Eugene, son of Lloyd and Diana
Ash way, Chambersburg, Pa., June
13, at M e r c e r s b u r g A c a d e m y
Chapel with Rev. Roy E. Brake and
Rev. Nyce officiating.
Book-Stine: Abby Michele.
daughter of Ronald and Cheryl
Stine, York, Pa., and George Monroe, Jr., son of George and Nancy
Book, Chambersburg, Pa., May 30,
at Zion United Methodist Church
with Rev. Bradley Brown and Rev.
Kevin Witter officiating.
Clapper-Rutt: Megan Nicole,
daughter of Galen and Joan Byers
Rutt, Landisville, Pa., and David
Andrew, son of Gary and Marion
Clapper, Lancaster, Pa., May 30, at

Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John A. Byers officiating.
Garling-Myers: Debbie, daughter of Don and Diane Myers, Shady
Grove, Pa., and Rodney L., son of
Ron and Carol Garling, Chambersburg, Pa.. June 20, at Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Robert Verno officiating.
Grubb-Horak: Kirsten, daughter of Larry and D i a n e H o r a k ,
Upland. Calif., and Eric, son of
Adam and Paula Grubb, Los Angeles, Calif., June 7, at Upland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Larry W a r n e r and Rev. Robert
Hempy officiating.
M a r t i n - L e w i s : Eva M a r i e
Lewis and J. Robert Martin. June
27, at Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert B. Ives
officiating.
Snoke-Gipe: Trina Lynne,
daughter of Stan and Carol Gipe, St.
Thomas, Pa., and George Westley
Snoke, son of Phyllis Snoke, Chambersburg, Pa., and the late Raymond
Snoke, May 23, at Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Kevin Witter and Rev. David Erisman officiating.
Whritenour-Bechtel: Donna
Marie Bechtel. Hershey, Pa., and
Ronald William Whritenour, Sr.,
C a m p b e l l t o w n , Pa., J u n e 5, at
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating.
Zercher-Weaver: Valerie,
d a u g h t e r of R i c h a r d and Ruth
Weaver, Ephrata, Pa., and David,
son of Alice Grace Zercher, Napp a n e e , Ind., and the late John
Zercher, June 27, at Akron Mennonite Church with Rev. Keith Graber
Miller and Rev. Anne Kaufman
Weaver officiating.

Obituaries
Byers: Gary D. Byers, born July
3, 1967, son of Ethelbert and Linda
Wenger Byers, died June 22. Preceding him in death were his grandfathers, Monroe Byers and John
Wenger. Surviving are his wife,
Jacqueline M. (Brannan); a brother,
Jeffrey; a sister, Judith; and grandmothers, Mary Byers and Ruth
Wenger Hensel. Gary graduated in
1989 with a political science degree
from Penn. State U. He was assistant
vice president of the Somerset, N.J.,
office of Merrill Lynch. He was a
m e m b e r of the C h a m b e r s b u r g
church. Pa. The funeral was held at
St. Martin of Tours Church with
Rev. Simon Lehman and the priest
of St. Martin's officiating. Interment
was in St. Martin's cemetery.
Christophel:
Shirley
J.
Christophel, born Sept. 7, 1939,
daughter of Lloyd J. and Lulu Pine

R o c k w e l l , died June 11. Three
brothers and three sisters preceded
her in death. Surviving are her
spouse, Paul Christophel; a daughter, Kelley B u t e r b a u g h ; a stepdaughter, Lori Hummer; a son, Fred
Buterbaugh; two stepsons, Paul and
Joel Christophel; six grandchildren;
two sisters; and a brother. She was a
member of the Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa. The memorial service was
at the church with Rev. Roy E.
Brake, Sr., officiating.
Frey: M. May Frey, born Jan. 8,
1923, daughter of Edgar and Leona
Kauffman Fisher, died June 13. Surviving are her husband of 50 years,
Emerson C. Frey; 4 sons, Wesley
E., Wilson F„ Randall, and Quinton
F; a daughter, Janna Books; 15
grandchildren; and 2 brothers. Merle
P. and E. Clare Fisher. She was a
1946 graduate of Lancaster General
Hospital School of Nursing. She
was coordinator of the Fresh Air
programs in Lancaster and hosted
many children and international
guests in her home. She was a member of the Manor congregation. Pa.,
where she served on the missions
committee, was librarian, and Sunday school teacher. She also served

Part-time Teacher
Kraybill Mennonite Elementary School, Mount Joy, Pa., is
accepting applications for a
part-time teacher in middle
school for h o m e economics
and health classes, with an
option for some counselor
responsibilities. Contact John
W e b e r , A d m i n i s t r a t o r , 598
Kraybill Church Road, Mount
Joy, PA 17552. Or call (717)
653-5236 for more information and an application.

Administrator Needed
New Danville Mennonite
S c h o o l , an a c c r e d i t e d K - 8
school located in Lancaster,
Pa., has an immediate openi n g f o r an a d m i n i s t r a t o r .
A p p l i c a t i o n s are w e l c o m e d
from qualified individuals
w h o have a c o m m i t m e n t to
Anabaptist values and Christian education. To apply, contact Gary Yoder, 1028 Frances
Avenue, Lancaster,
PA
17601; (717)
394-5239
(evenings), (717) 5 8 1 - 6 1 0 0
ext. 128 (daytime); e - m a i l :
BY1028@aol.com.
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Retired Ministries
Persons
Retreat II
Attendance almost doubled at the Second Annual Retired Ministries Persons
Retreat, held at Kenbrook Camp, June
1-3, 1998. Nearly all of the attendees of
the 1997 retreat returned and many more

with the Board for World Missions Associates,
and knitted hundreds of sweaters for missions.
Her craft interests led her into weaving, basketry,
quilting, sewing, and bobbin-lacing. The funeral
was at the Manor church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker and Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Guyer: Norman B. Guyer, born Aug. 12,
1921, son of John V. and Glenna I. Muttersbaugh
Guyer, died June 26. Surviving are his wife,
Hazel (Yeatter); two sons. Arthur H. and Bruce
N.; a daughter, Vonnie I. Foltz; eight grandchildren; three sisters; and two brothers. Norman
attended the adult Sunday school at the New Guilford church, Pa., where he was a member. The
funeral was at Thomas L. Geisel Funeral Home
with Rev. Robert D. Verno and Rev. Larry M.
Dillon officiating. Interment was in Upper Path
Valley Cemetery.
Haines: Lois V. Haines, born Mar. 12, 1915,
daughter of Joseph and Ina Deeter Flory, died
June 8. Surviving are her spouse, Aubrey D.
Haines; two sons, Joseph M. and Jesse P.; a
daugher, Faithe E. Dourte; eight grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren; and a sister, Esther L.
Weaver. Lois had been a resident at Messiah Village since 1994. She was a retired schoolteacher
from West Milton, Ohio. She was a member of
24
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growing persons joined to participate in
exploring "Intimacy, Industry, and Integrity" in the later years of life.
Director John Schock led the getacquainted time, asking each person to
give a brief sketch of where the Lord had
led them in service. The result was a session that spanned the world.
On Monday evening, Marion J.
Heisey, Senior Pastor at Messiah Village,
probed the boundaries and potential for

intimacy among growing Christians in
personal and intergenerational relationships in their later years.
Harvey R. Sider, General Conference
Moderator, noting that retirement" is a
western phenomenon, probed ideas for
creative use of time. In retirement there
are more options for creative use of time
and opportunity than were available during the active years of vocation.
From a pre-session handout, Alice

the Pleasant Hill congregation, Ohio, where the
funeral was held. A memorial service was also
held at Messiah Village with Rev. Janet M. Peifer
officiating. Interment was in the Pleasant Hill
church cemetery.

held with Rev. Louis O. Cober and Rev. Howard
Souder officiating. Interment was in Grand View
Memorial Park.
Putman: Mary Putman, bora Aug. 23, 1919,
in Dunnville, Ont., died June 5. Preceding her in
death were her husband, David Putman; and a
stepson, Arthur Putman. Surviving are two stepdaughters, Mary Burnett and Jane Boyington.
Mary was a faithful member of the Wainfleet
congregation. Ont., and enjoyed its senior events.
She was known for her kind and thoughtful ways.
The funeral was at Ballard-McDonald Funeral
Home with Rev. Charles Mashinter officiating.
Interment was in South Cayuga Trinity Cemetery.

Mowen: Woodrow L. Mowen, born Aug. 12,
1913, son of Joseph and Anna Provard Mowen.
died Apr. 20. Preceding him in death was his
wife, Isabel A. (Peters). Surviving are a daughter.
Shirley Welsh; and a sister, Arlene Niedenthol.
He lived in the Waynesboro area all his life. He
was employed as caretaker of Green Hill Cemetery from 1934 until his retirement in 1988. He
was a member of the Five Forks congregation, Pa.
The funeral was at Grove Funeral Home with
Rev. H. Ray Kipe officiating. Interment was in
Green Hill Cemetery.
Painter: Estella Amanda Painter, born Apr.
14, 1916, in Souderton, Pa., died June 24. Preceding her in death were her husband, Harry J.
Painter; and several sisters and brothers. Surviving are 3 sons, Lynn H.. Lane R., and Larry J.; 2
daughters, Beverly Walters and Brenda Rosentrater; 13 grandchildren; 5 great-grandsons; 3 sisters; and a brother. For many years she was a
cafeteria worker in the Palmyra school district.
She was an active, f a i t h f u l m e m b e r of the
Palmyra congregation. Pa., where the funeral was

Reaman: Mary Reaman, born Dec. 28, 1911,
daughter of William and Adeline Reaman, died
June 3. Preceding her in death were six brothers,
Gordon, Elmer, Franklin, William, Norman, and
Peter. Surviving are two siblings, Adeline and
Ralph. She was a member of the Heise Hill congregation, Ont., where the funeral was held with
Rev. Mike Anderson and Rev. Bob Lewis officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Steele: R. Bryce Steele, born Sept. 18, 1907,
in Hawksbury, Ont., died May 8. Surviving are
five sisters, Irene, Ila Howes, Fern Kerridge, Jean
Anderson, and Phyllis; a brother, Sydney; and
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Grace Zercher, mother, grandmother, and
teacher, led the group to recognize the
great resources in Scripture for people to
come to terms with the changes in aging.
She clinched her argument by paraphrasing the Psalmist: the righteous flourish in
the later years, so that they remain "fresh
and full of sap."
Discussions in sessions, around the
camp, and at the tables brought refreshment and challenge. A sudden call, on
Tuesday evening, for everyone to retreat
to the hallway of Woodland during a tornado warning became an opportunity for
everyone to sing, spontaneously, four
comfort songs. When allowed to return
to the meeting room, they were further
comforted by seeing Eugene Wingert
lying outside on the lawn, watching
intently for any recurrence of a threat to
their safety.
Before eating their seventh more than
ample meal, the retirees culminated their
time together in a Communion Service,
reminded one more time that Christ commands us to love one another the way He
loves us.
Thirty nine women and twenty nine
men left Kenbrook with enough stimulus
for a sprint of new growth in Kingdom
service.
Next year's retreat is scheduled for
June 7-9, 1999, at Kenbrook Bible Camp.
For more information, call (717) 8654547.

nieces and nephews. He was a member of the
Heise Hill congregation, Ont. The funeral was at
O'Neill Funeral Home with Rev. Clark officiating. Interment was in Cassburn Cemetery.
Stover: Adeline Virginia Stover, born Mar.
18, 1924, daughter of Howard and Margaret
Douffer, died Apr. 22. Preceding her in death
were three brothers and a sister. Surviving is her
husband, Joseph Stover. She was converted in
1972 and joined the Wesley congregation, Pa., a
few months later. The funeral was at GibsonHollinger Funeral Home with Rev. Richard Ross
officiating. Interment was in Mt. Holly Springs
Cemetery.
Switzer: Lois Jean Switzer, born June 29,
1944, in Watonga, Okla., daughter of Chester
and Ruby Redus, died June 20. Preceding her in
death were her father; and a sister, Ruth Eaton.
Surviving are her husband, Ernest Switzer; a son,
Larry; a daughter, Geri Gossen; four grandchildren; her mother; a brother, Richard Redus; and
a sister, Fern Brown. Lois was devoted to the
Bethany congregation, Okla., where she was a
member, did crafts for Pioneer Girls, and was a
member of the Bible of the month club. The
funeral was at the church with Rev. Reg Martin
officiating. Interment was in Bethany Cemetery.
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Opening the
Word of Life
In the h a n d s of
the pantokrater
When I was in elementary school, we
would play a game during recess called
"King of the Hill." A small hill on the
playground served as the playing field.
The object of the game was for one person to stand on top of the hill and defend
his position against all who would want to
"dethrone" him. I remember that the
game involved considerable physical
exertion and resulted in torn shirts and
grass-stained knees, but it was great fun.
"King of the Hill" always presented one
problem, however. That problem was
Brad. Brad was the strongest guy in the
school. In fifth grade Brad already had a
stature greater than most grown men. He
stood about 5'10", had wide shoulders,
and when he hit my arm with his fist, my
arm went numb. When Brad stood as king
of the hill no one could bring him down.
He was there until the recess bell ended
the game.
Recently, I thought of Brad and our
"King of the Hill" game as I was reading
the book of Revelation in Greek. In Revelation 1:8 the resurrected Lord describes
himself to John: "I am the Alpha and the
Omega...who is, and who was, and who is
to come, the Almighty." The word
"almighty" is what reminded me of Brad.
When we played "King of the Hill" Brad
reigned supremely. The word is pantokrator, a compound word joining the word
pas (all) with krateo (to hold fast, to have
strength). Literally, the word means "the
one having all power." In the Bible, pantokrator is used only of God. Pantokrator
is found ten times in the New Testament—2 Cor. 6:18, and nine times in Revelation (see 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,
14; 19:6,15; 21:22). In the Septuagint (the
Greek version of the Hebrew Old Testament), pantokrator translates the Hebrew
phrase "Lord (or God) of hosts," e.g., Jer.
5:14 and Amos 4:13 (KJV). This expression is used nearly 300 times in the Old
Testament. A favorite phrase of Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Zechariah, and Malachi, "the
Lord of Hosts" is a title of might and
power, and is found often in a military or
apocalyptic context. The word means that

the Son of God has no peer; his power is
ultimate, unrivaled, unequaled. He is on
top of the "power-chain."
Pantokrator provides striking contrast
between the Son of God as displayed in
the Gospels versus his presentation in
Revelation. Consider the baby in the
manger, a man who grew weary, who
thirsted and hungered, and who was killed,
alongside the description of Christ, the
pantokrator: "...when I turned I
saw...someone 'like a son of man,' dressed
in a robe reaching down to his feet and
with a golden sash around his chest. His
head and hair were white like wool, as
white as snow, and his eyes were like
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was
like the sound of rushing waters. In his
right hand he held seven stars, and out of
his mouth came a sharp double-edged
sword. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at
his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said: 'Do not be
afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the
Living One; I was dead, and behold I am
alive for ever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and Hades'" (Revelation
1:12-18). The primary message of the
entire book of Revelation builds this truth.
The resurrected Son of God is (always
was and always will be) at the top of the
hill, the King of Kings. In him resides
"all-power" (pantokrator), and even when
all the hosts of Satan try to dethrone him,
their efforts are shown to be futile.
Thus, the Son of God, the pantokrator,
cares for his own with an all-powerful
grasp. "My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me. I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my
hand. My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father's hand" (John
10:27-29). When we would play "King of
the Hill" sometimes Brad would give one
of us "weaklings" the privileged position
of standing on top of the hill with him,
and there for a delightful while we relished in a shared power. No one could
send that person tumbling down the hill as
long as he stood behind Brad. You and I
who follow Christ enjoy such a position.
The Son of God is the King of Kings and
when we stand with him as one of his
own, his matchless power encompasses
us.

Ed Kessler pastors the Free Grace Brethren in Christ Church in Millersburg, Pa.
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Given the nature of recent discussions at Leadership Council and at General
Conference about communications, it seems appropriate to share the following with the readership of the Visitor. See also comments on page 30-31.

The role of the
denominational press
by Don Ratzlaff

Publications of choice
At the heart of this piece are two convictions:
(1) A denomination has the authority
to determine the kind of publications it
wants and needs.
(2) Choosing to have an "independent"
publication/press is in the long-term best
interest of a denomination.
These two convictions are not at odds,
though my choice of words may give that
impression. By "independent publication"
I do not mean a publication that is not
accountable to the denomination. Rather,
I use "independent" to mean a publication
that is created by and is responsible to
the denomination, but is not controlled or
manipulated by the denomination—
specifically, its leadership and institutions.
In other words, I believe in a "free
press" model within the church that is
similar, but not identical, to the free press
model by which our North American
society functions. The essence of the similarity is found in the principle of editorial freedom—that is, the "powers that be*
(in society it's the government; in the
church it's the elected hierarchy) do not
dictate or censor the content or initiative
of the press. Instead, the press itself
decides what stories to report and what
issues to address.
The alternative to a free church press,
or the "independent publication" we now
have, would be a publication/press whose
purpose would be to package the programs of the conference in a way that aids
the fund-raising efforts necessary to sustain them. In other words, a promotional
or public relations publication.
Understandably, the public relations
model has a lot of appeal to conference
leadership in a day when denominational
loyalty, expressed most pointedly in contributions, appears to be declining. When
programs deemed to be of tremendous
value to the life of the organization/
denomination are scrambling for adequate
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funding to pursue their mission, denominational leaders naturally ask, "How can
our publication—our primary tool of
communication—better serve and promote our purpose as an organization?"
Let's be clear. The issue here is not
whether a denomination should create and
distribute promotional materials. It
should. My point is that a denomination
must also create and then protect a "free
press" to serve within its midst if it wants
long-term health and survival.
What does it mean to have
a "free press" in the church?
Contrary to the impression left by
much of today's secular media, by using
the words "independent" or "free" I do
not favor a church press with a license to
do whatever it pleases. Rather, a "free
press" is simply allowed to work for the
common good without outside editorial
control.
And how does the press contribute to
the "common good"? What does it do that
makes for "good"? I tell the journalism
classes I teach at Tabor College that journalism at its best (whether in the secular
or religious field) performs two "God
functions": (1) it disseminates truth and
(2) it builds community.
To my mind, those two functions are
intimately related. In fact, I would make
the case that you can't do one without
doing the other. Truth-telling is the foundation of trust, and trust is the fabric of
community. You cannot have community
without a high regard for truth. The logic
of that statement, I believe, is self-evident. When leaders "reshape" the truth or
withhold significant information—even
with good intentions—community suffers.
But I would also say you can't have
"reasonable truth" (yes, I realize "truth" is
elusive and open to interpretation) without a high regard for community. For
truth to accomplish its good work, it must
be shared with the community so that the

community can participate in it—that is,
to have sufficient information to make
decisions. In journalism, we refer to this
principle as "the public's right to know."
I believe this principle applies to the
church as well. (Journalism also recognizes the limits of that principle, which
we call a person's right to privacy. In the
church, too, the "people's right to know"
has its limitations. Where to draw the line
is not always clear—but that's the topic of
another think piece!)
This, then, is the ideal a free church
press pursues in its varied tasks. As Ron
Rempel, editor of the Mennonite Reporter, articulates in a recent editorial: A
free press "means freedom to address all
sides of an issue, to tell the stories of success and failure, to provide a forum for a
diversity of voices, to prod and encourage, to promote what is and to imagine
what might be."
All of these tasks are part of truthtelling; all of these tasks contribute to
community.
Accountability and
the free church press
The commitment to community, or the
"one body" understanding of the church,
is a foundation of our Anabaptist theology. "Community" assumes the exercise
of mutual accountability and selfless service for the greater good. This is true also
of the church and its press. Unlike the
secular media, which sometimes seem
accountable to no one but themselves
(and maybe, it could be argued, their subscribers/viewers), the church press must
always make itself accountable to the
larger body. Most people have no trouble
understanding why or how that happens.
We elect a board as a vehicle for accountability. (For the record, we also make ourselves accountable for upholding professional standards through our participation
in the Evangelical Press Association and
Meetinghouse.)
But the leaders and agencies of the
church—the "institutional church"—are
also accountable to the larger body. How,
practically speaking, are they held accountable? Partly through the gathering of
the body in convention; partly by electing
boards and committees from the body to
administer the business of the body. But I
would argue that accountability in those
forms does not always reach the "grassroots" membership.
Again, let me draw analogy between a
free church and our democratic society.
The American voters elect a Congress
August 1998

and a president to organize and monitor
the "mission" of their government. But
who monitors these elected officials?
How do the American voters find out
about the activities of their elected leaders
and, in a sense, hold them accountable?
At its best, that's the role the press
plays in our society. That's why the rights
of the press are protected by our Constitution. The press is the people's "watchdog" of their government; the voters need
to know that the press is not a "lap
dog"—that is, controlled by or catering to
the leaders/organizations it is commissioned to "watch."
What's more, though they may find it
intrusive and adversarial at times, those
leaders need a free press too. Why? A
free and conscientious press assures the
people of the reality (truth) of their situation; knowing the reality is necessary to
establish and sustain the credibility of the
system; credibility is necessary to foster
the trust of the people; and trust is essential for effective leadership (a leader who
is not trusted will not be followed).
As imperfect as the American news
media is, consider the alternative. Throughout its regime, the communist government in the former Soviet Union had
complete editorial control of the press.
Government leaders determined what
issues were covered and what information was released to the public about those
issues. No information was published or
broadcast that reflected poorly on the performance of the government. Pravda
(which, ironically, is Russian for "truth")
was the ultimate public relations tool! But
we know now that the Soviet people were
not fooled. They knew the press touted
only the "party line," that the "truth" they
were fed was not complete and therefore
not trustworthy, that diverse opinions
were not tolerated. In the end, a controlled
press undermined the credibility of the
government in the eyes of the people.
People no longer trusted the integrity of
their leaders and ultimately those leaders
lost the power (authority) to govern.
Now, I would in no way compare the
intentions of denominational leaders to
the intentions of communist leaders of a
generation ago. Still, the effect of having
a "controlled" church press (or simply not
having a free press) can be similar. Members of a denomination need a free press—
but leaders of a denomination do too! A
free press contributes significantly to the
credibility of credible leaders.
I believe the fundamental function of
the church press is to maintain a two-way
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pipeline of accurate and fair information
between the institutional church and the
membership of the church. In doing so,
the church press becomes the vehicle by
which the principle of mutual accountability can be exercised within a free
church.
This can only happen when members
of the body have confidence that their
church press (1) loves the church and
wants the best for it, and (2) is free to
deliver information that is not controlled
or manipulated by those from whom they
desire accountability. In other words,
members ought to feel the denominational publication is their publication, operating in their best interest—not a publication that operates in the interest of and
for the benefit of any specific leader,
agency, or structure.
In a nutshell, I believe a denomination
has the authority to determine the nature
of the communication tool it feels would
best serve the larger good—and the membership is best served by a "free press."
Wise leaders know that to lead effectively, they need the trust and confidence of
the members—and that happens best by
establishing a communication tool that
leaders willingly and knowingly are
"free" to operate beyond their immediate
control.
A free church press
and the mission of the
institutional church
Unlike the apparent relationship of the
secular press and the government, the
relationship of a free church press and the
leaders and agencies of the church is not
assumed to be adversarial or antagonistic.
Rather, the church press and the institutional church are partners for the greater
good of the body—partners who spur one
another on to love and good deeds by discerning whether our corporate activities
actually contribute to the greater good.
We both affirm and confront each other;
we keep each other vigilant at identifying
and pursuing the tasks God has given to
our church. Neither leadership nor the
press exists for itself.
The institutions and leaders of the
church need to be held accountable primarily for the proper exercise of their
authority, the clarity and validity of their
vision, and the effectiveness of their
attempts to implement that vision.
The church press, meanwhile, needs
to be held accountable not only for fairness and accuracy, the traditional criteria
of good journalism, but also motivation.

For instance, while "increasing readership" through controversy or prurient
interest is a frequent motivator in the secular media, it cannot be justified by a
responsible church press. The church
press, like each arm of the church, must
function with the primary goal of building
the church and furthering the kingdom of
God.
Granted, "building the church" means
different things to different people. And
this is where the press and the institutional church sometimes lock horns. In
our society, we are ingrained to equate
"building" with numerical growth, or
quantitative results (larger membership,
budgets, enrollments, etc.) Certainly that
is one element of "building." But "building" also connotes growth of character, or
qualitative results.
One does not necessarily result in the
other. This is one reason why reporting
"bad news" becomes a point of tension
between the church press and the institutional church. Yes, honest reporting of
"bad news"—or publishing articles that
identify and address disagreements within the body—can have an immediate,
negative quantitative effect on the institution—loss of dollars or members. But,
ironically, freely admitting our mistakes
and disagreements can also build integrity and confidence within the body—qualitative growth.
The benefit of candid reporting is hard
to measure in tangible terms—ask the
scribe who insisted on recording David's
affair with Bathsheba in the Old Testament. (If the palace had had a public relations office, I doubt we'd have ever found
out about that scandal!) The best I can do
is to plead the intrinsic value of truth—
elusive and interpretive as truth may be.
But I have a conviction that "full disclosure" (as "full" as discernment and wisdom can make it) not only has immediate
qualitative benefits, but also lays a firmer
foundation for long-term quantitative

This summer Don Ratzlajf concludes 20
years of service as editor of The Christian
Leader, published by the Mennonite Brethren
(U.S.). The above article is slightly abridged
from a "think piece" he prepared for his
denomination's
Board of
Communications
(roughly comparable to our Board for Media
Ministries).
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•iscipleship for the,
The Holy City
The title evokes images of a perfect,
resplendent place in the celestial future.
Indeed, John the Revelator describes a
vision of such a place. And who doesn't
long to be there, eventually—if not right
now?
We rightfully prepare for our relocation to that city. We look in frustration or
despair at present problems and wish to
go there soon. And so, our preparation is
personal, for we regard the Holy City to
be the place of our own eternal abode.
We strive in spiritual disciplines so that
we may be made ready and fit to enter
that place.
I sometimes wonder: by sharing the
vision of the Holy City with us, is God
doing more than giving us a glimpse of
the Utopia to which we get to go after this
life is finished? Maybe he is also showing
us a vision of what he intended life to be
for all humans during the earthly sojourn.
God did not make mankind for life spent

f
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in fear, want, sickness, and sorrow. He
made us for love, abundance, health, and
joy. That's his promise for the ultimate
destiny of those who live by his way. But
why do we, in our quest for that destiny,
lose sight of the notion that God wants us
to live now for the present realization of
the goal to the highest degree possible.
Jesus came to provide abundant life for
his followers.
The vision of the Holy City is a
glimpse into the perfect place of our eternal abode. But it's also a vision of the
earthly community we should be striving
to build here and now. Not that we can
ever achieve it fully or completely. But
we work toward it by living as members
of God's kingdom. We work for the wellbeing of not only ourselves, but of all persons of the community, whatever that
community is.
How dare we decline to work for the
blessing of our neighbors? Why should
we abandon our cities (communities) to

Center for B r e t h r e n in Christ Studies
FOURTH ANNUAL

O c t o b e r 5, 1998

PROGRAM

Theme: CROSS-CURRENTS
SHAPING OUR

IN THE CHURCH:
THEOLOGY

MORNING SESSION: Lynn Thrush, Chair
Defining the Issues: Warren Hoffman
Case Studies from History
Holiness: Luke Keefer, Jr.
Peace: David Zercher
Plenary Discussion
AFTERNOON SESSION: Dixie Yoder, Chair
Principles of Discernment: Harvey Sider
Case Studies from the Present
Spiritual Warfare: John Hawbaker
Promise Keepers: Robert Ives
Group Discussions
EVENING SESSION: Kathleen Leadley, Chair
Report from interest group discussions
Keeping the Center: David Hall
Plenary Discussion
Where Do We Go From Here?: Kenneth Hoke
All sessions are held in the Grantham Church. Preregistration by September 20 is
encouraged. Preregistration should include a $10 registration fee.
For further information or a program brochure giving more details of the conference,
contact E. Morris Sider at Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027 (telephone 717-6916048; e-mail: msider@messiah.edu).
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the influence and impact of evil of all
sorts without contesting, without presenting alternatives? Can we not exercise
spiritual disciplines for the goal of blessing fellow humans as well as ourselves?
When we contemplate the Holy City,
can we envision our communities as
places where love, abundance, health, and
joy abound? Are we doing what we
should to help it be so? All too often, our
striving for the Holy City is limited to
our own attainment of it, with the expectations that we arrive at it only after we
depart this life.
The "here and now" concept of the
Holy City was put to verse about a century ago by Walter R. Bowie:
O, Holy City seen of John,
where Christ the Lamb shall reign,
within whose foursquare walls shall come
no night, nor need, nor pain,
and where the tears are wiped from eyes
that shall not weep again.
Oh, shame to us who rest content
while lust and greed for gain
in street and shop and
tenement
wring gold from human pain,
and bitter lips in blind
despair
cry, "Christ has died in vain!"
Give us, O God, the strength to build
the city that has stood
too long a dream—whose
laws are love,
whose ways are
servanthood,
and where the sun bright shining is
your grace for human good.
Already in the mind of God
that city rises fair.
Lo, how its splendor
challenges
the souls that greatly
dare;
yea, bids us seize the whole of life
and build its glory there.

Jesus' teachings to his followers call
for a "here and now" experience of his
kingdom. We can experience a foretaste
of the Holy City while in this life. We
can spread the blessings of the Holy City
as we share Jesus' gospel with each other
as believers and with our unbelieving
neighbors, in the hope that they too will
come to enjoy—even in this life—the
blessings of the Holy City. We can work
for the enactment of God's will and ways
in human affairs. And while we live thus,
we are invigorated by the blessed hope
that in the world to come we enjoy the
Holy City in its fullness.
(The author acknowledges seed thoughts
for this article, derived from a sermon by
Pastor Libby Caes of West Philadelphia
Mennonite Church, May 1998.)
Samuel M. Brubaker is a regular
who lives in Arcanum, Ohio.
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Readers may correspond with Onesimus by
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor.
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to
Onesimus may be published unless they are
marked " Personal-Not for Publication. "

Dear Paul,
Greetings from the far off land of
North America. I just returned from the
Brethren in Christ General Conference in
a place called Pennsylvania and am glad
to be home. I know that my permanent
home is not in this part of the world, but
there are some places on earth that feel
more like "home" than others.
Paul, did you ever have a home after
you began following Jesus? I know about
Tarsus, but that is always described as
where you are "from." Did you have a
family, Paul? Families are certainly important.
Many of our local congregations look
at themselves as a family. This denomination, the Brethren in Christ, even thinks
of itself as a family. The denominational
name (brethren) implies a close relationship. Our General Conference meetings
work at trying to maintain a "family feel,"
although I am not sure they always feel
like family reunions to those who have
been "adopted" into the Brethren in Christ.
Regardless, there seems to be great
concern about losing the "family" concept as a denomination. It could be that
some of our struggle with numerical
growth revolves around the desire to
remain a close and tight-knit family. It is
getting harder and harder to do now that
we have almost four times as many members as in 1950. Perhaps it's time to rethink the metaphor that describes our
denomination.
In his book Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers, Bill Easum makes the point
that as long as a congregation tries to
remain a "family church," it can not grow
past a certain point. A family just can not
assimilate hundreds of new people and
still behave and feel like "a family." So
sometimes, even if it is not a conscious
effort, growth can get sabotaged because
we are uncomfortable with the changes
that naturally come when an increasing
number of "strangers" enter our midst.
It occurred to me, Paul, that maybe
even what we call denominations can
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struggle with this problem. It may be
impossible to keep the "family feel" while
doubling and tripling in size. In the process we can espouse and even work for
growth but scuttle that growth with
paradigms which inherently limit it.
Easum seems to suggest that the
metaphor we choose will have a direct
bearing on the kind of outreach we do
and the kind of church we will become.
He advocates choosing a different, and I
think he would say better, metaphor for
the church. He prefers the concept of the
"body."
Maybe he has a point, Paul. Although
you used the "family" metaphor and
addressed believers as "brothers and sisters," the "body" certainly seemed to be

Focusing our Mission
continued

from page 30

at General Conference may or may not
be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of others in the
denomination. It is up to someone to
decide the value of individual comments/suggestions and their importance to the body of believers. In general, I came to the conclusion there is
affirmation for change in denominational communications. However, there
was no clear direction obtained from
the open forum discussion on the General Conference floor.
Immediately following Conference,
the Leadership Council continued the
process of working toward agreement
for changes in denominational communications. The Leadership Council
approved the following mission statement for the communications function:
"Brethren in Christ communications
exist to declare our vision, promote our
mission, teach our values, encourage

your metaphor of choice. (Romans 12,
1 Cor. 12, Eph. 4, Col. 1)
Was that because you knew that in
order for the church to reach the world,
we needed a model bigger and more
inclusive than the family? Even in the
days before microscopes, you seemed to
know that in the complex cooperation of
the human body there was a great model
for life in Christ.
The idea that cells grow, multiply, and
divide provides a dynamic model for
growth. The concept that we can all serve
different functions in the same body provides an instructive model for ministry.
The truth that the body has but one head
provides a focused model for polity and
structure.
The Brethren in Christ will probably
never stop looking at one another as
brothers and sisters. But maybe we should
take a hard look at whether or not we can
continue to function as a "family" as we
stretch to reach our culture for Jesus. Perhaps if we could see our local church and
our denomination as more the "body" of
Christ, it would open up new possibilities
in the area of growth, which when done
right is the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
Just a small part of the body,
Onesimus

our dialogue, and strengthen our bonds
of trust." The Council also adopted
vision statements, a job profile and
search process for a Communications
Coordinator, an amenability path to the
Leadership Council through the Moderator, and discussed possible funding
arrangements. These proposals are currently under review by general church
boards and will be presented to the
General Conference Board in a telephone conference scheduled for
September.
Significant changes are being considered. The future is not likely to be
what it used to be.

Roger Williams is
Executive Director of
the Board for Media
Ministries.
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Focusing our Mission
Communicating
the Vision
by Roger L. Williams
Two major issues that will impact
the Brethren in Christ Church long into
the future were discussed in "open
forum" at General Conference last
month. The issues were: development
of a new denominational vision statement and restructuring of Brethren in
Christ denominational communications.
The denomination's current vision
is evangelical, servant-oriented, and
has an emphasis on world and local
missions. The new "BIC@2000" program states, "we anticipate the culmination of our current vision for 250
Growing, Discipling, Sending Congregations by A.D. 2000." The vision
of the church after AD 2000 is to be
formulated in the next year or so.
Comments from the General Conference floor are represented by the following sampling of statements:
• Goals need to be measurable, attainable, and visual.
•Denominational goals should be
built from congregational goals.
• Leadership needs to set direction
and inspire the congregations.
• We need to raise up leadership from
within.
• A s we grow and b e c o m e more
diverse, we'll do things differently.
• G o a l s must be eschatological in
nature.
• Just increase the number of congregations to a higher goal and keep
moving with the mission we currently have.
I hope these thoughts can somehow
be incorporated in the development of
a unifying vision for a diverse set of
people held together by a common
belief, not only in Jesus Christ, but also
30
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250 Growing, Discipling,
Sending Congregations
by A.D. 2000

in a denominational approach to living the Christian life. As Brethren in
Christ, we are similar to other Christians, but also have a somewhat unique
set of core values. We are members of
Brethren in Christ congregations for
many reasons. Our level of denominational commitment also covers a wide
range. There are those who are Brethren in Christ strictly because of convenience and/or chance circumstances,
w h o will easily move to a n o t h e r
denomination if going to a Brethren in
Christ Church is less convenient or circumstances change. On the other end
of the spectrum, there are those who
have analyzed the denomination's distinctives and values and forged a loyalty so strong that they would go to
extremes to remain connected to the
Brethren in Christ Church. Some
assess that the latter group is diminishing in numbers.
Building a consensus of opinion
about vision from such a wide range of
views will not be easy. However, the
process has started.
The second issue, restructuring
denominational communications, was
presented for an open forum discussion with insufficient time for most
Conference representatives to thoro u g h l y u n d e r s t a n d the s u b j e c t .
Because the Leadership Council could
not reach a consensus among themselves during the past two years, a
communications consulting firm, J.
David Schmidt & Associates, was
hired last December to facilitate the
decision-making process. A synopsis
of the consultant's work was presented
to the General Conference body the
first day of the Conference. Open floor
discussion was scheduled for a later
time. The consultant's recommendations, as outlined in the handout at
Conference said, in part: "For churchwide c o m m u n i c a t i o n s to be more
focused, integrated, attractive and thus,

more effective, Schmidt called for
major changes in the way the Brethren
in Christ Church communicates with
its constituency. His recommendation
called for blending elements of the
Visitor, Vision News, therefore, and
Shalom into two newly-designed and
formatted publications, for upgrades
of other publications, for the development of a denominational web site, and
for a Communications Coordinator
amenable to the Leadership Council
through the Moderator to give leadership to these initiatives.
Some comments from General Conference participants during the open
forum were as follows:
• Affirm more emphasis on computerization and use of web sites.
• Every congregation should have a
facsimile machine.
• We must build trust.
• We must have a stated set of Core
Values.
• Not in favor of retiring Shalom.
•We need to be honest with each
other.
• It's okay if we sacrifice some holy
cows.
• We shouldn't sacrifice holy cows—
we can give them a face lift.
• New Christians need to be accessed.
• We cannot lose our voice for social
conscience.
• Seniors need e-mail.
• Avoid top-down communications.
• A Communications Coordinator
should be amenable to the Moderator.
• A Communications Coordinator
should not be amenable to the Moderator.
It is difficult to assimilate individual comments into one unified direction
for the denomination. However, some
of these comments are valid. One problem is that a comment from one person
Continued

on page 29
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EDITORIAL
A significant shift is about to take place

O

ne book released at General Conference this centennial year of missions was Searching for Rhoda
Lee, by Helen Johns. No one quite knows how
Rhoda Lee, a Kansas lay member, appeared as a speaker
at the 1894 General Conference, challenging the church
in the area of foreign missions. At that time, the church
and its leadership was reluctant to become involved in
foreign missions. As a result of her impassioned speech,
Rev. Jacob Stauffer gave the "first $5 for missions."
But the church did not immediately embrace the idea
of overseas missions. In fact, Rhoda Lee wrote several
more articles, which were published in the Evangelical
Visitor from 1894 to 1895, encouraging the denomination to begin a missions outreach. Finally, in 1897, the
church commissioned its first overseas missions team.

I

t is ironic that the 1998 General Conference, which
celebrated 100 years of overseas missions work
(begun in large measure due to Rhoda Lee's articles
in the Evangelical Visitor), is the same General Conference which likely marks the end of the Visitor's 111
years of ministry to the denomination.
As noted in a special report distributed at Conference,
J. David Schmidt, a consultant hired by the Leadership
Council, recommended terminating the Visitor along
with Therefore, Shalom, and the recently-started Vision
News. These periodicals are to be replaced by two new
pieces: a "flagship" publication of six to eight pages
published six times a year, and another piece developed
primarily for leaders in the church.
The consultant's observations about the Visitor were
already being addressed by the Board for Media Ministries. Over a year ago the Board authorized a self-study
of the magazine involving surveys of readers and nonreaders, with the goal of improving design, adding several associate editors across the church, and developing
ways to increase readership. But when the Leadership
Council began an analysis of the broader question of
church communications, the Board put its self-study on
hold.

M

any of Schmidt's conclusions are "on target" and
would have been included in a Visitor redesign.
Other recommendations he made involve issues
elsewhere in the church. However, my major concern is
the extremely significant shift being taken with the
"flagship" publication, moving from a "journalistic"
model to that of a "public relations" model. (For a more
extensive review of these two different approaches to
publication, see Don Ratzlaff's article on pages 26-27.)
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For over a century, the Visitor has served as a public
forum where laypersons and leaders alike could share
their vision for the church's ministry and discuss issues
of Brethren in Christ discipleship. The editor, who is
supervised by the Board for Media Ministries, is not
directly involved in daily administration of the church's
work. Instead, the editor is positioned to reflect on the
totality of the church's ministry and moderates Visitor
discussion on behalf of the total church. Denominational
leaders have had unfettered opportunity to present their
vision for ministry in the the Visitor. (In fact, in the past
18 years, no article or column submitted by denominational leaders has been turned down.) The fact that the
editor is not amenable to the denominational executives
(the journalistic model) has allowed free expression by
members of the whole church without having to first
clear their opinions with senior leaders.
However, unless the planned course is reversed or
changed in some way, the new "flagship periodical" will
be developed under the public relations model, with the
new Communications Coordinator/"editor" directly
amenable to the Leadership Council through the Moderator. Objective reporting becomes much more difficult in
this approach to communications.
Let me assure readers this is not an issue of "job
security." As noted in the July 1997 issue, I picked up a
more-than-full-time assignment managing the publishing
division. Since then, largely because of the uncertainty
of what would be happening to the Visitor, I have been
carrying two full-time jobs. Personally, it will be a welcomed relief to have editorial responsibilities for the denomination's major periodical assumed by a new editor.
My concern is that the denomination will suffer significantly in a shift from a journalistic to a public relations approach for its "flagship publication." I firmly
believe in the biblical principle of leadership, and affirm
the responsibility of our General Conference leaders and
bishops to articulate vision and mission for our church.
However, I am also convinced that there are those among
us (similar to Rhoda Lee a hundred years ago) who have
not been elected to a "leadership position" but who nonetheless are filled with God's Spirit and have something
to say that we need to hear. One can scarcely imagine
that Rhoda Lee's passion for mission—the fruits of
which we celebrate this year—would have ever been
seen on the pages of the Visitor if Editor Henry Davidson hadn't had the freedom to publish grassroots opinions which were, in fact, sometimes directly contrary to
the views of the leadership of the denomination at the
time.
G
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General Confc^oncc 1993'. "Pictures too good to miss"
(Right) A delegate (is that his real
name?) addresses the Conference.
(Below) Trudy McClane
proudly displays the Beanie
Baby she purchased at the
missions benefit auction.

(Right) Four bishops intent on
Conference business. YEA!
(Below) A delegate intense
on electronic Yahtzee. BOO!
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